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Need and scope of the project

Indian language typography is still in its developing stages.
Digital era asks for specialized typographic solutions.

The complex structure of Indian languages are now supported
by technology.

[Analyzing typographic style of malayalam script

[Designing a display text for print media



Data collection

1 Historic understanding of the script.
) Study of writing conventions and structure of script.

1 Overview of current digital typefaces used in different media.



Setting goals

Designing a display typeface

Opportunities in various forms of print; newspaper,
magazines, poster etc.

Role for the new typeface in print media;

O More typographic options
 Could serve as a byline typeface also
1 A versatile font



Guidelines for concept development

) Consider the changing look and feel of contemporary
magazines and newspapers

1 Economy of space in tight column grids

) Scope to go further with the design in experimenting with
various widths and to develop a whole family
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Final Concept

© Scope for unconventional styling

© Large x-Reight with condensed width, favouring publications
with narrow column grids.

© Scope to go further with the design in experimenting with
various widths and to develop a whole family



Concept Development

© Needed much more refinement in form
© Need to increase stroke width to enhance the display quality

© Primitives need to be made more characteristic and unique



FORM

A budding lotus became the inspiration for the refinement of form




Concept Development stage 1

1. Whole of basic width and form primitives were hand drawn

2. They were enlarged and reduced to various scales for
analysis of form

3. Character strings were developed and tested in display and
byline context






Inferences

© More contrast in terms of stroke width and counter space is
needed

© Axis in which the loops are formed could be made more
prominent

© Shape of counters can be made interesting.



Thus, a second set was developed
and result was found satisfactory ©




Process

Hand drawn letterforms =~_~ Bitmap Scanning

et N e

Trace bitmap in Fontographer

Corrections and fine tuning for glyph

Path simplification, node reduction
Final glyph mapping
Type 1 font generation

More weights and italic versions.

Defining character widths

with side bearings _
Further corrections
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Sample text in print



MACROMEDIA®

FONTOGRAPHER |

Version 4. 1
R=leased March 1, 1996
Z19583- 1996 Macromedia, |no
Patents Fending

Deve |loped by:

Dowvid Spells, James
Armstrong- Brasure,

Judie Thalacker, Fatharine
Green gnd Tom lrby

Supporting cast:

Bob Sander- Ceder | of,
Alan Sibley, Fan Yu
and Jdim Yon Ehre.

FONTOURAPHER

PROFESSIONAL FONT EDITOR
Yersion 3.5.2

Fortographer was developed by:

Jitn wan Ehr, Chris Micolopaulos,
Jarmes Brasure, David Spels,

Taom Irby, John Ahlgquist and others

wersion Date: January 3, 1994
Frees Memary: 16320

®1985 - 1993 Altsys Corporstion Windowes Yersion: 3.95

Patents Pending
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Ascender and descenter lines

- The grid for descenters is kept deeper enough to accommodate
complex special characters, thus ensuring legibility in smaller sizes
and bad printing conditions.

169 em. |
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CDAC ISM inscript keyboards

1 Mostwidely used text composing platform in Malayalam
1 Developed at CDAC

1 Glyph mapping is done according to ISM tabling for Malayalam



FONT CHARACTERISTICS



Medium condensed

J Economic space usage in short columns

) Careful treatment which does not alter the characteristic
roundness of Malayalam script



Large x-height

J Narrow width with large letter height makes an ideal
display typeface for publications.
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IDC Vani Keli ML-Kerthika ML-Revathi

1 Negative space around letterforms are minimised, yet another
favouring factor for a text typeface in publications.
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Keli IDC Vani ML-Karthika



Even thickness

) With optical correction and
loop corrections




Humanist

) Counter axis and flow of strokes follow
the hand writing style in Malayalam.




Medium contrast

1 The relationship between the stroke thickness
and negative space inside letterforms gives a

medium contrast to text.
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Optical width groups

- Basic width primitives add up @ © 63 M
to form complex letterforms. D 0O O (8
1 But this addition 6YN+A)=6MY)
IS not geometrical but optical.
6)+(M+(3=613
M+M=0M
al+al=aM
O+ =P



Wedged terminals
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angle of the wedge degree




Widening of the lower part of letterforms
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Baseline stress

) Due to this treatment the baseline gets a visual stress which
enhances reading




Character set

Vowel s
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Stand alone consonants
Vowel signs



Font family

Vani Normal

ARIQISOOOM 2al Mo

Vani Italic
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Vani Bold
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Vani Bold Italic
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Vani Extra Bold
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USAGE
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Looking ahead...

© Numerals, Ligature glyphs, more weights and widths
© Manual hinting

© Better screen appearence

..... and more tweeking on bezier curves ©
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