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Batch of 2024

C O O R D I N A T O R ’ S 
N O T E
Thirty-seven young students of the Batch 
of 2024 joined the first-year undergraduate 
program at the IDC School of Design in 
November ’20, amidst all the pandemic 
uncertainties. The unprecedented online 
mode ensured that students did not lose 
a year, though the virtual classroom is a 
poor substitute for real interactions. The 
classes began with an energetic orientation. 
Interestingly, the introduction of the drawing 
component in qualifying exams immensely 
helped draw the best talent.

Design is used in vastly differing contexts, 
from the “design” of the missions to Moon 
and Mars, to the “design” of tiny chips for 
smartphones; from the “design” of passenger 
and military aircraft to the design of products, 
communication, animation, interaction,  
mobility, and vehicles (which is how we 
understand design at the IDC School of 
Design). 

Design is a “holistic” field – unlike many 
other specialized domains of knowledge, 

it seeks to integrate diverse disciplines. 
Such holistic designers are given a whiff of 
the arts, the sciences – of color and form; 
of materials and processes, philosophy, 
sociology, economics, environment, and so 
on. To create this transition from competitive-
examination-oriented minds (a grim reality of 
the Indian education scenario) to minds that 
have a holistic worldview is, therefore, the role 
of design educators. 

Trying to understand the difficulty of a 
young student grappling with the new learning 
mode with a relatively new and diverse set 
of subjects is a part of the coordinator’s job. 
Understanding that our schools have seldom 
encouraged open-ended exploration by 
a pencil or clay, wood, metal, and paint is a 
part of the coordinator’s job. The long hours 
of online classes can be uninteresting and 
create fatigue; managing all such tasks is part 
of the coordinator’s job. The list of challenges 
is long – and can require approaches unique 
to a particular student.
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Interestingly, the word “Industrial” in 
the name of ‘Industrial Design Centre’ was 
subsumed into a brand identity that now 
becomes IDC School of Design. The post-
industrial scenario (even as the nation 
struggles to build a better industrial culture) 
requires us to attempt a personal approach 
and the earlier systems approach when 
dealing with learners.

To seed, a question that encourages 
students to find their interests (and bliss) 

has been a critical endeavor. One difficulty 
has been the near absence of integration 
across courses and the four years of the 
program. Without this, the design will be 
far from holistic. Such a hurdle can indeed 
be surmounted through a greater degree of 
dialogue in these anxious and polarized times.

— Prof. Arun Mascarenhas 
Prof. Raja Mohanty

“Stop thinking in binaries you FOOLS.”

— Prof. Raja Mohanty 

“Randomness is crying out for order; and 

order is inevitable.”

— Sampurna Chattarji
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M E E T  T H E  C L A S S . . . “What is the f irst 
thing you would 
do when you get 
to campus?”

Roma Pandya
Pet leopard cubs and 
meet the homies.

Ishaan Bhattacharyya 
Go around Campus and 
the city on cycles with
classmates.

Aryaman Singh-
Take a pre-exploratory 
nap

Amisha Nair
Think about what I 
should do on campus.

Shrunoti Tatiya
Go to the basketball 
court, explore the 
BEAUTIFUL campus, go 
cycling with y’all, meet 
new friends, join MANY 
clubs.

Kushagra Kishore
Unpack.
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Mahesh Dawkhar
Make campus my home.

Palak Katiyar
Probably walk around 
the IDC building and 
then go looking for cats.

Abhishek Dutta
I’ll probably pinch myself 
to make sure this ain’t 
another dream.

K M Minhas
All of the above and 
below.

Suraj Sadanandan
Socialize... after what 
seems like a very long 
time.

Navdeep P Kumar
Wash my hands.

Nivea Choudhary
Pet all the chonky 
animals.

Anusree N S
Cry, because this dream 
feels a little too realistic.



Naman Verma
Try to break my 
previousrecord of being 
sleep deprived by pulling 
off all nighters with 
nothing but caffeine, 
Anime and Mmorpgs.

Adarsh Prakash
Find my room I guess.

Jatin Anand
Explore the campus and 
SOCIALIZE.

Ryan Lalremsiama 
Hmar
Test IIT WiFi and sleep 
in my room, with 
earphones on.

Diganta Biswas
Meet my college fam! 
And watch a lot of sports 
cars in Powai hehe.

Numaan Akhtar
As I have explored every 
possible corner of the 
insitute through the 
internet (which is really 
beautifull)

Raktim Kumar Borah
Find an anime club.

Swapnil Dey
Wake up.



Arambha Murmu
Tell everyone where I’ve 
been and what I’ve been 
doing.

Pratham Shukla
Meet everyone and join 
them in whatever they 
are doing. Also, will find 
where TT table is.

Harshavardhan
Show my face to my
classmates, or is there a 
bandwith issue in real life 
too?

Krish Shah
Chill with the homies 
and do goofy stuff.

Jui
See the Powai lake at 
night, meet IDC pets, see 
how tall Shrunoti actually 
is, see a leopard.

Tanushka Sarang
Take a selfie on day 1, so 
that I can recreate it on 
graduation day.

K A Mohammed Lieze
Say hi to my mates.

Ishita Sharma
Hug my classmates for 
the first time & feed the 
campus dogs.



Abhimanyu Ulla
Meet my friends, have 
street food and explore 
Mumbai.

Abhiram N S
Climb to the hilltop with 
my friends and yell “All is 
well!”

Ajinkya
Roam around the 
campus.

Aadish George
Go around the campus 
with my friends.

Shivankar
I’ll make my room a
comfortable place to 
live in for the rest of the 
years, if we get those.

Deep Savalia
Explore the campus and 
try something from the 
canteen.

Pavan Sai Bokka
What is Campus? JK I will 
explore campus.
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COURSES



12   

This course focused on exposure to 
various elements and principles of art 
and design in 2D, i.e. expressions and 
explorations using points, lines, planes and 
volumes, and their relations in context to 
nature and environment. We learnt about 
the main principles of art and design, like 
colour theory, positive and negative space 
etc. Understanding of visual relationships 
like balance, proportion, order, symmetry, 
rhythm, etc. was an important part of the 
course. We also studied the visual principles 
of composition: grids, layouts, asymmetry 
etc.

Explorations
1.	 Colour Exploration
2.	 Positive and Negative Space
3.	 The History of Art

Talks
1.	 Art, Craft, Design and Beauty
2.	 Discussion on the fundamentals of art
3.	 Discussion on the fundamentals of design
4.	 Indian History
5.	 Eames Report
6.	 Artists like Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko, 

V. S. Gaitonde, Utpal Barua, Wassily 
Kandinsky, Amrita Shergill

Screenings
1.	 Pollock - Ed Harris (2000)
2.	 Mark Rothko and the Inner World - 

Christopher Rothko (2019)

Course Instructor: Raja Mohanty 
6 Credits   |   3 Weeks Course

DE 101

A R T  A N D  D E S I G N 
F U N D A M E N T A L S  2 D



13   

Amisha Nair

In this task, we got to experiment and 
create different compositions while we 
explored colours There were no specific 
guidlines as to what we had to do, and 

that allowed us to really experiment 
with different forms, shapes, and colour 
combinations.

Assignment 1

C O L O U R  E X P L O R A T I O N

Mahesh Dawkhar Amisha Nair

Roma Pandya
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Tanushka Sarang

Ishita Sharma

Ajinkya Raskar

Adarsh Prakash
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Jatin Anand

Aryaman Singh Kushagra Kishore
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As a part of this this task, we were told 
to make shadow puppets and give them 
characters and stories. We got a chance 

to explore the concepts of silhouettes and 
solid shapes, and how we convey personality 
through them.

Assignment 2

P O S I T I V E  A N D  N E G A T I V E  S P A C E

Abhishek Dutta

Nivea Choudhary

Shrunoti Tatiya
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Ishaan Bhattacharyya Amisha Nair

Mahesh Dawkhar
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Deep Savalia Harshavardhan Patil

Jui Sonawane Ryan Hmar
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Everyone sees art from a different 
perspectives, and here we got to explore 
our own thoughts and opinions about the 
evolution of art by summarizing ideas of the 
history of art in five minutes.

	 Amisha Nair
	 To summarise art history in five 

minutes is no trivial task – the oldest 
paintings date back around 60,000 thousand 
years. The idea behind art at the beginning 
of time was to show what the creator saw – 
pure representation. The ‘artist’ saw a woolly 
mammoth – they painted it. Although they 
didn’t have the skill or fine motor skills, they 
needed to make these paintings. 

Fast forward a bit ahead – civilizations are 
starting to form. People formed ‘herds’ and 
settled down, leading to a boom in population 
and an increasing need to survive. People 
were at the whim and mercy of the then 
most powerful force – nature. They revered 
nature and honoured gods of nature and 
fertility. This was perhaps the beginning of 
ideas of conceptual and non-representative 
thought. We see it in the sculptures and the 
art of the time, like the Lion Man.

However, with the rise of bigger 
civilizations and strict, united religions 
and practices, nature worship which was 
dubbed ‘heretic’ and ‘paganism’ died down. 
Representational art tied together with 
religion and culture gave us traditional art, 
art that is iconic of its time. Egyptians, Greeks, 
Mesopotamians, Indians, Chinese and many 
more strong civilizations popped up on the 
globe, each with their own strong sense of 
identity. Art was a way to perfectionism, with 
features of the subjects being distorted to the 
ideal of beauty of that place and era. We see 
it in the Greeks and their statues, the Chinese 
and their weavings, and so on. Western art 
was still very rooted in nature and many 
south Asian and south east Asian countries 
developed detailed art that represented the 
world they live in the way they experienced it.

Then came the rise of the church. Other 
religions were squashed, their art and 
museums burned and converted. Biblical art 
of this time is iconic – paintings and sculptures 
of Jesus and other Christian concepts. Their style 
of art was carried forward to the renaissance and 
here realism was key.  

Assignment 3

T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  A R T
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The subjects were portrayed as they were – light 
and shadow also became key players in the 
equation. The idea of perspective and exactness 
was very common and preferred.
	 However, this style of art proved to be 
too stifling for many, who deflected to more 
contemporary styles of art. They felt removing 
restrictions was the way to the future. This art 
thrived in the newer socio-cultural setup, that is 
post war. There was a need for something new, 
and the modern artists rose to meet it. The focus 
was not on accuracy or visual aesthetics but more 
on the emotional attachment one forms with the 
art. It became more interpretative. 
	 Personally, I feel this level of analysis, albeit 
necessary, is futile. The definition of art is so free 
flowing and vast that it seems like an analysis of it 
can never be completed. Despite restraints placed 
on art, artists continued to create whatever they 
wanted. We’re aware of the miniscule number 
that rose to prominence, but it pains me to think 
of thousands of others who were perhaps ahead 
of or behind their time and went unnoticed. The 
beauty of the work lies in the eye of the beholder, 
but the meditation of the process will always 
belong to the artist alone. 

	 Roma Pandya 
	 Art. What is art? Is it even tangible? I do 
not know what it is or how to put it into words, 
but what I know is, to me, art is almost a religion, 
almost a god that I can understand better than 
any other conventional god or religion. It is almost 
a way of living. It is so vast it encapsulates more 
words, meanings, names and materials than 
one can remember. And, to be able to compress 
something so vast which evolved and progressed 
on its own almost like a living entity in so many 
different countries and regions, is just about an 
impossible task. Yet I shall try to do my best. I don’t 
feel comfortable calling European art history as 
world art history and thus I chose to talk about the 
art history of India.
	 The earliest form in which art appeared 
in india that we are still able to see today is cave 
art. There may have been forms of art that didn’t 
survive the test of time and are forever lost to 
mankind. Cave art or rock art in India can be found 
in several regions such as Madhya Pradesh, south 
India and Odisha. The paintings were often made 
of a red pigment and depicted scenes in nature, 
such as a man with animals, people dancing and 
paintings of geometric symbols. After the stone 
age, during the Indus valley civilization, several 
forms of art were practiced. Carved seals with 
images on them such as animals or figures are
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the most figurative pieces of art during this 
period. There were also sculptures made out of 
terracotta, gold and stone. There are depictions of 
a dance form on some of the art from this period 
and the art of dance will forever remain unknown 
to us since we have no way of knowing how it was 
done. What I find interesting is so much art is lost 
to the centuries for so many different reasons and 
how would our current art would’ve been if we 
knew more?
	 After this period there is a gap until the 
Buddhist era. The pillars of Ashoka were from 
the time period of the Mauryas. During the 
Buddhist period the art and sculptures were 
increasingly influenced by religion and there are 
a lot of sculptures of buddha and Hindu and Jain 
art from this era. Temples created during various 
dynasties, sculptures, fresco paintings, and bronze 
sculptures were created in the following centuries.
	 The Mughal period contributed greatly to 
fine art. The style was Persian but Indian elements 
were added to them such as flora and fauna. 
Persian miniatures, the Rajput paintings and the 
Pahari style of North India were developed in this 
era. The Taj Mahal, a wonder of the world was 
made during this period. During the medieval era 
another spectacular example of Indian art is the 
architecture and Hampi. 
	 The British heavily influenced Indian art as 

they established schools of art in various places. A 
famous artist of this time is Raja Ravi Varma. Once 
the swadeshi moment started in India, artists 
rejected the westernized school of art followed by 
many artists and thus started the Bengal School 
of Art led by artists from the Tagore family. Then 
the AvantGarde western style was introduced to 
the Indian Art.
	 Indian art took a contemporary road 
and art has never been as varied in India as it is 
today. It is shaped by the traditional roots but with 
contemporary and radical ideology.
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	 Ryan Hamar
	 Art, I feel, is an extension of the human 
mind and soul. From the time humans could 
paint, we used art as a means of documenting 
what they did at the time, which was mainly 
hunting. Slowly, art evolved as we did, with an 
increase in detail, which can be seen in human 
history. However, at some point in time, the art 
world had an awakening, with many artists 
crossing previous boundaries, creating works that 
had nothing to do with whether it looked real or 
not, but rather what it felt like. That is what art is 
and it shows our true feelings and can be used 
to make our imagination into reality, whether it is 
through painting, drawing, sculpting, etc. When 
we look at any form of art, one of the first things 
we all ask ourselves is, “What does it make me 
feel?” to which there is no correct answer, and 
that’s the beauty of art: It has no boundaries. It is 
not constricted by any known laws; it cannot be 
broken down to a formula and written down on a 
piece of paper. Art is a conversation between the 
artist and the artwork, and we, as the viewers are 
allowed in on this conversation, and are allowed 
to interpret it in our own way, and that is what 
makes art, art.
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	 Art and Design Fundamentals 2D course 
was the perfect door from which we could’ve 
entered IDC. This course taught us how to break 
the creative barriers we had and introduced us 
to looking at and appreciating art. Mohanty sir 
discussed a plethora of topics with us from history 
to philosophy; from art to design. We all started a 
personal journey with colours and are continuing 
it passionately. Our assignments were extremely 
open ended which really allowed us to search for 
our own ways of expressing and exploring.

L E A R N I N G S  A N D 
F E E D B A C K
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Course Details as per IDC curriculum:
Object Representation, Representing 
nature,  Figure Drawing, One point, Two 
point, and Three point Perspective, Studies 
in light and shadow on 3-dimensional 
Form Representations, Grid-based drawing, 
Analytical  Representation.

Instructors note:
This course provides the students with an 
introduction to the Image representation 
and transformation techniques. The class 
begins with understanding the properties 
of various materials and mediums used 
in image-making. It also introduces basic 
vocabulary, appropriate methods, and tools 
used. It Approaches the act of drawing and 
image making from the general perception 
to clear understanding in practice.

Course Objectives:
1.	 The course will start with discussions 

on Basic vocabulary, understanding 
followed by

2.	 Introduction to materials and processes 
and representation techniques in 
practice.

Course Instructor: Arun Mascarenhas 
6 Credits   |   2 Weeks Course

DE 103

I M A G E  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N 
A N D  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N  I

Assignment 1: Line exercises
Assignment 2: Detail study of natural objects
Assignment 3: Framing exercises
Assignment 4: Material observation and 
representation

•	 Typology of Drawing (Detailed 
presentation of different types of 
drawing).

•	 Elements of Design (Discussions on 
an understanding of Elements of 
Design/Art).

•	 Principles of Design (Brief 
introduction to Gestalt laws)
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In this exercise, the students will choose 
the A3 size cartridge paper, marked with 
borders (1”-1.5” inches approximately) 
followed by drawing a random wavy line 
from the left side to the right side. The 
subsequent lines will be drawn on either side 
of the line drawn with the minimum space 
possible without touching or stopping in the 
middle. The entire space will be filled with 

lines. Similar exercises with the Vertical wavy 
lines from top edge to bottom edge and with 
Circular lines from centre to the edges of the 
space. The exercise could also be done using 
a ballpoint pen and other mark-making tools.

The objective is to develop good hand and 
mind coordination along with a good grip on 
the tools. Learning appropriate methods to 
achieve consistent lines during the process.

Assignment 1

L I N E  E X E R C I S E S

Swapnil Dey

Pavan Sai Naman Verma

Lieze

Ajinkya Raskar
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In this exercise, students will use their 
Tab/Mobile phones to capture interesting 
compositions from their immediate 
surroundings, followed by drawing them 
on the paper marked with screen size 
windows. The exercise will be continued on 

another A3 page using portrait-oriented 
compositions. The objective is to develop a 
sense of composition and learning how a 
learner’s perspective is understood through 
our observations.

Abhiram N SNivea Choudhary

Amisha Nair ShivankarKrish Shah

Assignment 2

F R A M I N G  E X E R C I S E S
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In this exercise, students are asked to collect 
small natural objects which interest them 
from their surroundings and study them 
in detail by carefully observing all details 
of that object (Multiple angles of the same 

object). The objective of the assignment is to 
see nature with more clarity and relate the 
concepts discussed on Elements of Design 
(Individual elements to form).

Anusree

Mahesh Dawkhar

Aadish George

Assignment 3

D E T A I L  S T U D Y  O F  N A T U R A L  O B J E C T S

Tanushka Sarang
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Material observation and representation
In this exercise students will choose five 
different materials like Wood, Plastic, 
Glass, Furr, Metal, etc. The material could 
be observed from real life or through the 
high-resolution photographs borrowed 
from secondary sources. The likeness of the 
material would be achieved by choosing 
an appropriate medium like a Glass 

marking pencil on coloured/Black paper, a 
Watercolour pencil on a cartridge paper, a 
Graphite Pencil of different grades, a Poster/
Water/Acrylic colour, etc. The objective is to 
observe materials in detail and understand 
the characteristics and qualities of different 
materials used in day-to-day life and for 
industrial purposes.

Abhishek DuttaShrunoti Tatiya

Assignment 4

M A T E R I A L  O B S E R V A T I O N 
A N D  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N
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Pratham Shukla

Ishita Sharma Jui Sonawane

Roma Pandya
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Suraj

Aryaman Singh

Diganta Biswas Navdeep Kumar
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Abhimanyu

Minhas

Ryan Hmar

Raktim Borah
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Harshavardhan

Deep Savalia Numaan Akhtar

Ishaan
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	 Exercises done as a part of Image 
Representation and Transformation helped 
us understand various materials, mediums, 
tools and techniques used in the image 
making process. It also gave us the brief 
understanding of elements of design and 
Gestalt laws. The exercises done in this 
course turned out to be fruitful in developing 
and improving new skills. We learnt new 
techniques and sharpened known ones while 
pushing our abilities to make picture perfect 
drawings, sceneries, objects and materials.
	 We enjoyed working on every 
assignment and each assignment gave 
us the opportunity to explore on our own. 
We also found the feedback given to us 
to be extremely helpful and it gave us the 
motivation to work more.

L E A R N I N G S  A N D 
F E E D B A C K
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Areas covered 
•	 What is design?
•	 Design and other fields

Visual Perception
•	 How do we see
•	 Light, eyes and brain
•	 Insight through optical illusions
•	 Edges
•	 Shadows
•	 Figure & Ground
•	 Gestalt principles
•	 Right brain, left brain

Colours 
•	 How do we see colour
•	 Primaries
•	 Additive
•	 Subtractive

•	 Pigment
•	 Psychological
•	 Print
•	 Hue, Luminance, Saturation
•	 Digital Image
•	 Understanding colour reproduction in 

digital space binary, Channels (RGB, 
RGBA, others).

•	 Aspect Ratio
•	 Bitmap, Vector
•	 Basic colour manipulation
•	 Brightness Contrast
•	 HLS, RGB, CMYK (gamut etc.)
•	 Basic tools
•	 Curves and LUTs
•	 Class Assignment - Creating the tricolour 

from a gradient.
•	 (Black to White) in Photoshop

Course Instructor: Sumanth Rao
6 Credits   |   3 Weeks Course

DE 105

CAPTURED AUDIO AND IMAGE 
DESIGN - PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
VIDEOGRAPHY
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Photography 
•	 Photography basics
•	 Aperture, shutter speed, Light
•	 Technical implications
•	 Exposure
•	 Depth of field
•	 Motion blur/Freezing motion
•	 Focal length
•	 Zoom
•	 Aesthetic implications
•	 Framing
•	 Field of View
•	 Camera Angle
•	 POV
•	 Types of lighting 
•	 Photo manipulation
•	 Masks
•	 Curves
•	 Types of blur
•	 Grain
•	 Photoshopping multiple images and 

making them look natural.
•	 Adjusting colour and contrast

Sound
•	 Voice acting
•	 Group Assignment
•	 Create a radio play
•	 Record and edit in Sound studio

Lighting
•	 Natural light
•	 Artificial light
•	 Soft light
•	 Hard light
•	 Rim light
•	 Silhouette
•	 Ambient light

Feedback on class
	 Considering the amount of topics 
covered and assignments in the short time 
that we had, virtually all the students were 
very involved and class participation as 
well as dedication with which assignments 
done was very satisfying. Effort was made to 
connect to whatever was done in previous 
courses and to instill an effort to continue 
making connections with courses in the 
future. Applying what was learn tand 
integrating all of it in any assignment was 
encouraged.
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Take photos of things around you and 
combine them in a way to create a funny or 
witty collage. 

Assignment 1

C O L L A G E

Deep Savalia

K M Minhas

Ryan Hmar
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	 Take photos of something you find 
beautiful and select best 3. The class then 
canalyzed of all student submissions as 
to what makes these beautiful to them 
and understanding basics of composition, 
lighting, etc. Next, Students were supposed 
to take photos of people such that a moment 
is captured. Select best 3. Then enhance the 
best 3 from both.

Assignment 2 & 3

B E A U T Y

K M Minhas

Shivankar Pratham Shukla
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Harshavardhan Patil

Palak Katiyar

Abhiram N S Nivea Choudhary
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Swapnil Dey

Shrunoti Tatiya

Krish Shah

Ryan Hmar
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Take photos of alphabets found in your 
surroundings, and form all 26 Alphabets and 
make use of Gestalt principles.

Assignment 4

A L P H A B E T
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Scan to listen to our radio spots.

Write a script with four or five characters.
Voice act and combine the sound in sound 
editing software.  

Assignment 5

R A D I O  S P O T
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Naman Verma	 Abhiram N S

Ishaan Bhattacharyya	 Raktim Borah

Navdeep Kumar

Capture different types of lighting:
Ambient, Rim, Natural, Silhouette, Soft

Assignment 6

L I G H T I N G
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	 Captured Image and Audio opened a 
portal to a whole new facet of design - the 
digital world. Covering a wide spectrum of 
basics ranging from visual to audio, it was a 
broad but detailed introductory course. We 
got first hand experience in many aspects 
of photography, sound and photo editing 
including taking aesthetic photos and 
editing them and writing and recording 
audio plays.All these assignments followed 
theory lectures on the same topic to give us 
a base, and then the assignments helped 
us get practical experience on the same 
topics. The following day Sir would review 
all our work in the class and give detailed, 
constructive feedback that we could use to 
further improve our work.
	 The course had a really positive 
response. The assignments were really 
enjoyable, and gave us good exposure to 
various aspects of photography and editing. 
nice glimpse into the professional side of 
being a designer.

	 We could not cover some aspects 
because of the online mode of instruction. 
However, despite the online mode Sir made 
the classes interactive and interesting. On 
the whole, we felt the course was too short, 
however even in that duration we learnt a 
lot, and it worked as a nice glimpse into the 
professional side of being a designer. 

L E A R N I N G S  A N D 
F E E D B A C K
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Topics
•	 Creative introduction: “The story of the 

self”
•	 Creative introduction: Origin myth
•	 Inhabiting another “I”
•	 Observation: Learning to look closely and 

turn observations into creative material.
•	 How to familiarize the stranger through 

writing.
•	 Voice/POV
•	 Style
•	 Vocabulary
•	 Place: Where
•	 Place: Elsewhere
•	 Object Lessons
•	 Passion 
•	 Boredom
•	 Coherence as a function of sequencing 

and assemblage.
•	 Reading and Writing as sister acts
•	 Experimentation
•	 Coloration

•	 Precision
•	 The Sense of an Ending
•	 Writing Matters! A Blog (ongoing)

Course Instructor: Sampurna Chattarji

DE 123

Introduction to 
Writing
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Amisha Nair
	 I stood in the middle of Manyata Tech 
Park today. Motionless. Throngs of masked 
and unmasked people shoved past me, 
anxious to get to their 9 - 5.

Unfortunately, people talk too loosely of 
colours. It’s different today. More–periwinkle, 
I’d say.

“Actually, periwinkle belongs more to the 
violet family. Its hex code falls in an abstruse 
range. Famed artists argue – “

I don’t care. I really don’t. 
A monstrous eloquence possesses the 

people of this planet when given a chance to 
contradict, a chance to oppose. Why can’t I 
just compare the sky to a soft, delicate flower 
and be done with it?

Pavan
	 The Transfer of humans was 
unsuccessful from Nizampet to 
Secunderabad. There is a malicious human 
that is causing this error. This Human error 
happened at the KPHB location. That Human 
on this bus was infected with a Trojan known 
as “GREED” If infected, the Trojan converts 

their neural networks to do malicious 
activities that cause bugs and can harm any 
process. The Trojan is expected to steal highly 
confidential data from other humans. The 
victim’s wallet isn’t encrypted. The Transfer 
of money took place from one Human to 
another human over the local network due 
to the Trojan. The transaction was reported 
to the local defender. They caught the 
Human, and they treated her with and sent 
the Human to the Recyclebin. The Transfer 
of money was reversed. And the Transfer of 
humans from Nizampet to Secunderabad 
was also successful. The Trojan was luckily at 
the lower versions if not no one can expect 
what could happen. It may have urged the 
Human to take control over the bus or, in 
Severe cases, delete other humans maybe.

Abhishek Dutta
	 He is equal for everyone, but everyone 
uses it differently. He controls the rhythm of 
life and makes people dance to the invisible 
strings attached to his hands. We all are at his 
mercy. Only the person who has detached 
himself from his past, present or future has 
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Aryaman Singh

Swapnil Dey
Some people like chicken, while some like 
paneer. I like fish, as I am a Bengali and am 
legally obligated to like fish. Maybe you like 
a boring rice-dal meal, or maybe you prefer 
a fancier king-sized burger with cappuccino. 
It is up to you, and it is not my job to decide 
what you should like. But I think we all can 

agree that no matter what kind, everyone 
likes food, and more importantly you need it 
to stay healthy. I can assure you that reading 
is no different. Yes, I know that you think that 
you don’t like reading at all, and I don’t blame 
you. Why would you like reading when all you 
have read is those awfully boring books from 
your schools! Trust me, I hate them more 

He has three identical broth-
ers: one crucified to the wall 
like Jesus in a church except ev-
eryone prays to him with open 
eyes. The little one is excessively 
clingy and demands to be taken 
everywhere I go. And the last 
one is a ghost imprisoned be-
hind screens. They all serve the 
same purpose but each of them 
has their own worth. The one I’m 
talking about has two big ears 
which he uses to speak. People 
often shut him up before he can 
finish. Even though people de-
spise listening to him but their 
day won’t start without hearing a 
few of his words. It gets detested 
for the thing it is expected to do.
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than you do! But isn’t it unfair to say that 
all books are bad, that there are no books 
that can take you to a place that you want 
to? There are books about everything you 
love and about everything you hate! From 
gaming novels written by fans, to books 
containing the secrets of magic tricks, from 
the books that can take you to the vast space 
or the medieval periods, to the books that can 
make you scratch your head and send chills 
up your spine. There is so much to explore, 
and trust me, it is worth trying out one book, 
that intrigues you. Believe me, no matter how 
big of a lie this seems, a book is out there that 
is made just for you, waiting for you to find 
it, like a soul mate.  There is always that one 
odd book, shoved in the furthest corner of 
a library. You might pick it up curiously, and 
as soon as you start reading it, you get stuck 
in it. You forget what time is it, you forget 
what you were doing in the first place, you 
can think of nothing but wonder what will 
happen next. And that is the moment I hope 
that you will experience someday. And I hope 
that you will start reading soon.

Aadish George
Where am I now?

Where am I now, yes this is the time 
to introspect! , Right now I’m in my home, 
but am I . No idea. I reside in a place 
called ‘Elamakkara’ , a small town in the 
metropolitan city kochi , the heart of the 
gods own country ‘kerala’.  we are civilized , 
we have metros , public parks, public gyms, 
walkways etc. but still, are we DEVELOPED in 
all means, introspect!.

We have 7 star restaurants, pubs, 
beverage parlours , and all kinds of luxury, but 
still , are we civilized!.Okay, let’s come back to 
the topic. I have a joint family consisting of 
my parents, my brother, grandparents, my 
uncle and his family. Im sure you can easily 
understand the cheer. Even though we 
belong to a metropolitan city, we are still far 
from the cringe of its noise and pollution.

I wake up early every morning at 5:30 
(sometimes even more early , like around 
9 or so), not because I’m willing to wake 
up at that time , but because, we have a 
small temple behind my house . They start 
their Bhajans early in the morning, with 
the creeping sound of Puja bells. But still I 
manage to sleep till the time. 

We have a beautiful black colored canal 
flowing just two houses apart. The canal is 
so beautiful that we are repelled away from 
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it due to its rotting smell. Butstill it has some 
kind of a nostalgia in it. A large no. of people 
of various ages come there every morning 
for their daily routine walk. They say its good 
for health , but I don’t believe in such rubbish 
ideas ( not bcoz I’m lazy , okay! )

But , last day when I woke up a little early, 
I thought of going for a walk , its very hard 
to explain my experience I had through 
these very limited no. of alphabets , that no 
combination of these 26 letters can explain 
my feel.

I woke up at 5:30 early morning , I got 
ready in 10 mins  , I put on y running shoes 
and got out to the verandah pf my house.  
Just outside the gate I could see  the yellow 
ochre tint of the street light falling down as 
droplets from the leave below.

I got out, I could feel the freezing cold of 
this mid December morning. I wish there 
was a coffee shop on the way so that I could 
have a cup of hot steamy coffee in the midst 
of this extremely cold climate. Each sip of it 
would have been a million dollar experience. 
Now, I realize  how people of northern states 
would have managed to withstand these cli-
mates.  Oh missed to mention that we have 
a walkway along the side of the black mir-
ror ish canal. One end of the walkway has a 

few plots , each fenced by certain group of 
people who come there to play badminton 
everyday. The other end of it is a nice pictur-
esque location  with lots of squat bamboo 
trees bent on either side to the road in the 
middle. 

Every people around come there with 
dslr’s to take photos and post on instagram. 
It is very exciting for me to see that location 
at around 7:30 in the morning when the 
rising sun greeting everyone with his aura of 
light peeping through the narrow canopies 
of these bamboo trees. The scene is very 
lively that at thet very moment the leaves 
become orange-yellow in color with tender 
green peeping in through small holes .

We also have a thick cashew tree on the 
way which bears dark red cashew fruits at 
around January every year. Last day when 
I visited, I found thick bouquets of flowers 
bore on that tree, the journey man who is 
preparing himself to be a master (ripened 
cashew fruit) within no time. The main 
feature of this tree is that if one day I notice 
a fruit which would ripe the next day, to my 
disappointment, no matter how early I reach 
the place, somebody would have stolen it 
before i reach. Finally after 2-3 rounds of that 
1 km long journey , I return back home.
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Class Project (blog)
Writing Matters

What started off as a simple idea of starting 
a blog to exhibit our works done in the class, 
turned into our class project. Our ongoing 
journey of creating the blog was a great 
experience for all of us. As we decided on 
building this blog from scratch, we divided 
ourselves into teams for web development, 

graphic design, UI design, editorial and so on. 
Everyone in each team got the opportunity to 
learn something new like coding,designing 
in figma, etc. Our weekly progress and 
development was presented to Sampurna 
Chattarji ma’am, who gave required feedback 
and suggestions for us to move on further. 
After resolving a few more issues, our blog 
will be on air anytime soon.
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This course by Sampurna ma’am was an ex-
tremely useful course that dealt with thought 
processes and communication through writ-
ing. The class discussions on various topics, 
facilitated by ma’am reading out many works 
relevant to our discussion, helped us enter-
tain different perspectives and new ways of 
creative thinking. The assignments were a 
way for many of us to get acquainted –and 
for some, reacquainted –with the idea of writ-
ing and expression. We were made to inhab-
it different voices, find new ways to redefine 
and reinterpret familiar things, and ask our-
selves quite a few introspective questions –all 
of which helped us experiment with writing 
and new approaches to thinking. Ultimately, 
we were able to learn how to use writing effec-
tively and creatively to express our thoughts, 
bring up new questions, and develop a skill 
that will be fairly useful in the future.

L E A R N I N G  A N D 
F E E D B A C K
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1.  Nature Study
2.  Still Life
3.  Life(figure) Drawing
4.  Portrait studies
5.  Texture studies
6.  Outdoor studies

7.  Perspective Drawing
8.  Anatomy and Proportion Drawing
9.  Emotion and effects with water colour
10. Aesthetics of Seeing including several 
slide shows and films 

Aryaman Singh  Shrunoti Tatiya

Course Instructor: Amitesh Shrivastava

DE 125

Drawing Tools, 
Lines and Forms
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A n u s r e e 

Kushagra Kishore 

Abhiram N S

Aryaman Singh  
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Ryan Hmar

Harshavardhan Patil
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Amisha Nair

Kushagra Kishore 

Navdeep Kumar Pratham Shukla
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Aadish George Ishita Sharma

Deep Savalia

Ajinkya Raskar
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Raktim BorahAbhiram NS

Mahesh Dawkhar

Jui Sonawane
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Diganta Biswas

Navdeep Kumar

Tanushka Sarang

Krish Shah
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Aadish George

Shrunoti Tatiya

Nivea Choudhary

Ishaan Bhattacharya
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	 Drawing Tools, Lines and Forms was 
an important course that taught us one 
of the most fundamental skills a designer 
should have - the ability to draw. We learnt 
how to pay attention to detail and follow the 
flow of form to make more accurate, realis-
tic drawings. We paid attention to the how 
best depict an object. Amitesh Sir was a 
good, patient teacher who connected with 
all of us on a personal level, and gave us tips 
to develop our own style. He also exposed 
us to several art movements and styles such 
as Surrealism, Dadaism and showed us the 
works of several great artists such as Marcel 
Duchamp, Dali and others. He showed quite 
a few interesting animated films like The Illu-
sionist and Fantastic Mr Fox. We developed 
our skills a lot under his guidance, and many 
people were amazed at how much their skills 
had improved over the course of the semes-
ter, despite it being online.

L E A R N I N G
A N D  F E E D B A C K
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The aim of this course is to critically and 
historically engage with the nature of design. 
The course emphasizes the study of design 
and its evolution through artifacts, materials, 
ideas, decisions, values and policies. Thus 
it addresses design in terms of its creative 
constructions, images in popular media 
along with its growth in terms of the historical 
and societal dimension. Specifically, this 
course is aimed as a survey that presents 
the students with an introduction to various 
historical trends, viewpoints and perspectives 
that have shaped the manner in which we 
comprehend design in its totality.

Assignment 1:
Select any South Asian artifact. Find details 
about it in terms of its material, makeup, 
geographical location, economic linkages, 
users, etc.

Assignment 2:
Take the artifact that you have selected and 
use form/styling etc. from a different age 
to depict the artifact and, if possible, the 
surrounding context.

Assignment 3: 
Depict the future of the artifact. What would 
the artifact look like 100 years from now?

Course Instructor: Vivek kant

DE 131

DESIGN AND 
HUMAN EVOLUTION
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Abhishek Dutta
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Anusree NS

Ishita Sharma
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Pratham Shukla

Abhiram N S
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This course commenced with the fun-
damental question of ‘What is design?’. This 
course was an exploration into answering 
this question by looking at its origin and un-
folding every aspect of design from there. 
We studied everything from the conception 
in the early periods to its growth and under-
standing in current times, from cave paint-
ings and stone weapons to industrialization 
and the state-of-the-art technology of the 
neoteric world. 

We observed, examined, compared, con-
structed and deconstructed multiple facets 
of design across different periods, regions, 
disciplines through discussions. How design 
innovation brought about revolutionary 
changes on a global scale. We dug into the 
linkages and influences of design trends 
among cultures across countries, not just 
magnifying things but seeing how every-
thing pans out on a macroscopic level. 

The best part of this was, though many 

of us were initially thrown off at thinking 
that this course will be a prolonged history 
lesson, it really wasn’t. We never needed to 
retain every date or piece of information. Just 
having an essence of the events across the 
timeline or even a relative understanding of 
its chronology was sufficient. 

Even every assignment tested our design 
thinking on various levels. They urged us to 
apply our understanding and knowledge of 
a specific era from a design aspect and use 
our creativity to its maximum. Sir showed us 
the scope of improvement individually but 
always acknowledged and appreciated our 
efforts.

And having a mentor as young hearted as 
the students was just the icing on the cake. 
He did not just groom us as design students 
but as mindful individuals.

L E A R N I N G  A N D 
F E E D B A C K
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	 We are fortunate to have been sur-
rounded by a group of students from sci-
ence and technology and seek inputs for 
this course from them.this term we seek 
knowledge from the CTARA, Mechanical 
Engineering, Computer Science and 
Engineering, IE&OR, Metallurgy and Material 
Sciences, Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Energy Sciences. Being an online Semester 
we were not able to visit the departments and 
gain experience physically. But the prof from 
these departments were able to visit online.. 
Prof. Pankaj Sakhsaria,CTARA introduced and 
critiqued a Technology vision document for 
the country. Prof. Parag Vyas shared with us 
many techniques and Carving Processes on 
wood, crystals and even gold and silver.. Prof. 
Narayan Rangaraj spoke on Ideas and Issues 
in Public Transportation Networks in India 
and Abroad. Prof. Ramesh Bairy on Sociology 
and Caste.

This Online Academics posed a 

demanding challenge to every student. We 
were advised to go refer to certain books 
that We accessed Online and thus helped us 
overcome the limitations posed by the pan-
demic. These Information that we gained 
throughout this semester, if applied in some 
manner in the upcoming years would be of 
great advantage to every one of us.

Course Instructor: Swati Pal

DE 133

APPLIED SCIENCE 
FOR DESIGNERS
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L E A R N I N G 
A N D  F E E D B A C K
	 Having a strong Knowledge base on 
Various aspects of applied science keeps us 
more efficient and productive as a designer 
by making us more conscious about the 
practical understanding of various aspects. 
Technically, we were also able to cover topics 
beyond science such as Social sciences and 
Engineering processes.

Having attended these lectures by var-
ious professors from a wide range of back-
grounds helped us understand those tech-
nical aspects from different perspectives. It 
also helped us realise how science exists in 
the Economy not just as concepts but as in a 
practical mode.

Overcoming the disadvantages of online 
lectures, they were taken in a very interesting 
and engaging way , thereby passively con-
firming the participation of every one of us. 
Even though some topics looked very strange 
initially, but after the whole lecture, we were 
able to understand how design is intimately 
connected to these socially distinct topics.
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As each of us were restricted to our lo-
calities due to the pandemic, the common 
objective of this project was to explore some-
thing noteworthy in the places and people 
around us. We were required to produce out-
put based on our research and exploration 
in any form, and different students came up 
with different creative outputs to commu-
nicate their explorations –such as illustrated 
books, graphic novels, podcasts, videos, etc. 

4 weeks were allocated for the process 
and the final outcome, and the topics were 
chosen according to its relevance and the 
content available. A myriad of interesting 
subjects were covered, such as cardistry, 
Kolkata’s rickshaw pullers, woodworking and 
tribal communities in the Western Ghats. 

The following compilation gives a glimpse 
of the individual project outcomes and pro-
cesses, and displays a remarkably diverse 
view of different localities across India.

Course Instructor: Swati Pal

DE 121

DESIGN STUDIO I-
PROBLEM EDITIFICATION

























I spent hours in these two shops, 
absorbing the overall mood and 
feel of  the spaces. I then picked my 
colour palette comprising of  warm 
greens, browns and yellows.

My mentor, Shilpa ma’am also 
helped me go beyond plain
illustrations and gave me a lot of  
references and resources.

I decided to keep the tone conversational, focussing 
mainly on dialogue as the key medium of  content.
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- Ajinkya Raskar
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The design studio project was the last 
module in the semester coordinated by Arun 
Mascarenhas.The course started with the 
selection of topics in which we were able 
to look deeper into our own locality during 
this pandemic. The mentors which included 
Shilpa ma’am, Swati ma’am, Arun sir, Raja sir 
helped us in what to focus on and guided 
us further.Not to mention Parag Sir  and his 
valuable advice. The weekly sessions with 
mentors turned out to be really productive, 
as we were able to articulate our learnings 
and  explorations for the final output.

One of the most important experiences 
of this course was that we were able to learn 
a new skill on the journey, be it sketching , 
wood  carving, making a documentary or 
even communicating with strangers for 
the research . Everyone was able to learn 
something which added to their output.
Talking about the output, we were given the 
choice of what form our project’s going to 
take in the end, from illustrative story, graphic 
novel to podcast and documentary film.

Even Though being an online semester, 
this course didn’t have that feeling of a digital 

atmosphere as we were on our own, explor-
ing, researching, and working hands-on. We 
were able to learn and acquire skill sets and 
knowledge that will be very much useful in 
future.

L E A R N I N G 
A N D  F E E D B A C K
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