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Project Details

Design A Devanagari Typeface which is
● Variable
● Monolinear
● Neither Too Squarish nor Too Roundish
● Appealing to All Ages
● Aesthetically pleasant



Initial Study

● Understanding OpenType Technology
● Studying Parameters Considered in Devanagari 

Typeface Design 
● Comparative Study of Some Monolinear Devanagari 

         & Roman Typefaces



OpenType Technology 

● A Format for Scalable Computer Fonts
● Works on Different Platforms
● Allows Extensive Character Sets
● Uses Post Script (PS) Coding
● Post Script is a Language used by Printers
● This format is used when user wants to preserve the 

changes done after PS coding



Parameters Considered in Typeface Design

● Character Parameters 
● Structural Parameters
● Width Parameters
● Joinery Parameters
● Proportional Parameters



Comparative Study of Typefaces

● Studying Different Typefaces in Devanagari & Roman
● Readability at Different Sizes
● Ease in Differentiating Among Certain Letters 
● Weight, Contrast and other such Typographical 

Parameters
● Balance between Positive Space and Negative Space 



Comparative Study of Typefaces
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Rendering The Glyphs

● Initially done on White Paper
● Then on Graph Paper to get Precise and Clean Outlines
● More Iterations and Modifications
● Tracing Final Designs in Illustrator
● Importing them in FontLab Studio
● Further Modifications
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Making Typeface Variable

● Multiple Masters
● Design Axes: 

         Weight (light/bold), 
         Width (condensed/expanded), 
         Style (serif/sans serif), 
         Optical Size etc.
● Interpolate/Extrapolate the Primary Fonts to Obtain 

Intermediate Fonts
● 1-Axis Font: 2 Masters
● 2-Axes Font: 4 Masters
● n-Axes Font: 2n Masters



Making Typeface Variable



Things I’m Yet To Learn

● Manipulating Design Coordinates
● Tools in Multiple Masters Panel
● Kerning 
● Font Generation
● Hinting
● Implementing the Font
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