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Preface

In the proder city of India live the Kc ' . 4 fishing c&mmuﬂic?,
possesihg a distinctive cultute of its own, »

They areone of the earliest inhabitants of Bombéy. The peogle‘éré
lively, full of enthusiasm and having a zest égr life, Tﬁesé honest

and Goé fearing children of the sea constitute.ran important of Maharas-
htra's life, Although due to the constant and intimateiccntact wi;h
urban groups the koli culture has undergone change, the process of

adopting foreign trak .s has been gradual and selective, The core of the:

tradition: and culture has been preserved,

Some of the areas covered by me are tie etymology,early history,
intemal structure, marriage,divorce, child birth, religien'saCial stats
and the types of open spaces, with the activities that take place

within then,



Btymology .

Some believe,thét the Qord Kol’ *- derived foom *7-1t ma2aning 'clan' as
distinguished from the word 'Kunbi® meaning 'Fémil?&‘ ;

The members of the tribe claim deagnt from Walmiki, the author of the Ramayana
Others believe them to be Kiratas-hunters spoken of "in the Puranas as the

offspring of Nishad, who was sprung from the arms of the Solar king Vena,

chevér, thése stories throw little light on the origin of the tribe,

Early History ' _ :
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The reference to the Kolis was made in the year 1340,When Modh. Tughlac found

the fort KOndana, oé the present day Sinhagadh, about 10 miles from Poone, in the
hands of a Koli chief,.The Kolis were left almost independent under their‘cwn '
hereditaey chliefs or Naiks,.The Kaii country that once belonged to &ahafashtf a
was referred to as the Bhavan Mavals, or Fifty two valleys,each of this Mavals
waz ruled by an indépendant Naik,

Itis surprising to know that's cheerful Kolis were, one time troublesome bandits,
during the later part of the eighteenth century tﬁese Kolis ravéged the country
with their notorious activities, It took nearly 26 years to bring them to'crder@
in 1829; Ramji Bhangaria and Rama Kirwa, the most dangerous-Koli bandits at that

time , Years later these war like Kolis wers brought to book, many joined the army



'vﬁ  ‘They were good 1n tha drill, an&/could easily walk 30 to 40 miles with ammua ttion on tha

'hills. Much later the kolis became farmers and fisherfolk. Today a kdli is seen’ peacefully

rowing his boat to the tune of the~f EeV’mazaa Malhari °*,

Internal Structure

The Kolis are devided into several endogamcus Sub~Tribes,Broadly looking they are the x
Son Kolis and the Hahaﬁev Kolis The<kolis take theres name from the God Malﬁari, whom

they revere as the:: tntelary deitv. They are also calleé ' panbharirs® or the water
‘ ,car1ers, the Maﬁadev kelis hava twaﬂtyafour exogamous septs each of which is further
divided iﬁta = nnmbef ox surnames or sub wﬂéﬁ%imﬁs,(List can be found in Pg,3§§,a§

'"%he castes anﬁjTriseﬁ?by/Say@d Hassao, )

Marriage
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Girls are marrieﬁ,a&eiafamﬁs or at sixteen to elghtsen years of age.Sex before marriage

is not eﬁcﬁﬁé&geﬁ,umlik@ the Warll Tribe,

On the wgﬁéiég day, the bridegroom's party march to the brides house, On arival, the groom
iz seated under thé wedding canopy.When the bride arrives, both are made to stand oppgﬁit@
eachother and a curtain is held between them,., Rice, coloured in turﬁerie is thrown on
their heads,The Brahman reads t&h sacred texts or 'mantras' purporting that the bridal

pair have now become husband and wife,



Divorce

‘b'OOQQ...n.COUOQll..U

Divorce ia permitted wi*h the sauCnéan of tha tribal panuhayat the divurced women

are allowed tc mRrrv,

Child Birth

U.Q.QQ‘.""....Q‘Q’Q'.

Koli women are unclean: for twelve days after child birth at the end of the twelyrth
day, both the child are bathed on the floor,after which fresh éowdung is smeared on

the floor to dry. The ceremony of 'Chhatti'is performed for propitiating the Goddess

Satwail, mostly on the sixth day.,

Religion
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In religion, the Kolis differ very little from other communities of ths same social
position, their patron deity is Mahadev, in whése name a fast is Qbscrved on

Mahashivratri, or the 14th of the dark half of Magh ( eﬁd of Februery ),and offerings

of milk, flowers and bil leaves are made, The other Gods are Bharaiba of Sovar

( Ahmadnagar), Devi of mliauug ( Nizam Territory ) and Khandoba of J

oconal

n
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Among the minor Gods are Daryabail, Ghorpaddevi,Gunavir, Hiréba, Kalsubal, Mhasoba,

and Navlai,



’SOCi&I Status'
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Socially ths Kolis rank below +he Maratha Kunbis. Kapue and Gf"‘*~and above tho
tehParit,Nahavi‘and the lowést’unclean classes, They indulge in spirituous and

fermenteé,liqurs;and eat fowl,fish, mutton and venison,

OCcupation
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Little is known about the original occupation of the Kolis, In the eighteenth century
they had taken to farming,However a gteat many of them are involved directly or

1ndisect1y to figning,Oflate years the Kolis have entered GovezQEQnt services,
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The Klis are a patriarchecal groap.ltis headed by the man,the family of kolis live by
sharing the barﬁea_df the work,The old live wiyh the young ones,the family life cons-
ists of grandparents,son and wife and kids,some thme one finds fourto five generations

living in one house,

The men gather together in the evening to talk market” trends,cultural moments or villag
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gossip, The women gather in the morning on the way to the market to discuss wvarious
- things, The gathering can be classified at three levels,the house level, the group level,

and the community level. The gathering at the.community level is whmﬁ they hold the fairs;

Bafoh



_the 'tamaaha'«“the~’hagama’ and the ‘lezim'.These subjects have beeu explained in
 detail ahead. , ; | - '

' Open Spaces in the village.

0QOOC.COC'...'O.Q..‘O’Q‘..Ol‘.’c

The Kolis had a number of open spaces 1n the past, there was a spac& reserved for the
"Tamasha‘,a popular entertainment even to thés day, another space for fairs and 'Bohada‘

a speecﬁless perfomance These places are alsa used for 'lezim’ an&‘kaxaﬂa a very

'-popular-sport even today.

Therkolia have settled in the coast in 1850°'s,since then the kolis have undergona

change,The rapid growth of their tribe coupled with the pr@ssure of lasdlorés and

builders a2 large arec o: Kolt 1::4 i outht over., But the ¥olis go on,.

* &

grow1ng uzbaﬁ milieu has cqaageﬁ the structure and usage of the ;”&ﬁiti@ﬁ&l .open 3233@
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Tne village that once had an open space allocated for each festival aﬁd sgugt, today

has a clutter of houses, stic ing to each other,

ctivitie in a Traditional Open Space
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~'Kakada’ ~ ='Bohada’ or the holy fairs
='Tamasha' -'Khel? or evening games
-Education in oral fom

-'Ganesh Chaturti’

-'Lezim‘ .

~'Hagama' or wrestling



A\l

Versovawesava

The Qersova villageris-one'ofvthe finest ezamples of a kolu'villagé,in todaya'
coﬁteﬁt. Th.s village,was onge a very large kusi settlement neariy eight times
its siZektoday. The Wesavas have been very selective in Adopting foriegn traits.z"
The versova village, has the 8onKolisand the VahadevKolis In other Kcli villages
the Kolis Have converted themselves to the Chzi tain faith.

Each of the Koli village shows signs of being ‘'squeezed',There are'many Fragmented

villagas in the metropo3is,some of them are, Sasoon Dock s,Colaba,CuffParade crﬁasing

Mahim Highway, Versova,Madh Island,Marve,Manorei Gorai belt and Mandava.

>

Activity Dpecri;tisn

Kakada :The kakada is usually played on the Rangapancham Itis so called froam the
article that is to be concealed by one party and to be destected by the other,

Adult males are equally divided into two teams.A wooden mcst is set up at a conve-

o
ot
0]

ent spot,a square pilece of cloth is twisted irto what is called the kakada,and
is giveé in the hands of the leader of the team that begins.,Allmen in this team
take their hards behind their»backs and start to fiddle,tc confuse the oponent
the kakad is slowly passed on from hand to hand,when its time for the guess ,the
oppnent gueSes& Ifthe guess is wrong the man with the closest'proximity to the pole
jumps towards it. If the guess is right the the oponent jumps towan ds the pole,

thus the team that sends the man closest to the pole wins!



Lamasha : Tamasha 13 a very poular recreatimral activity, it consists of around

R et R

seven membars, the minimum of five members,There is a dancer,a drummer, a
comedian and other two keeping tune, One of the instrument used in the Tamasha
is unique, its the 'Tuntune' its a single string instrument,Fhere is also a,Set”k

of small cymbals and a tambourine,

-

The dancer is usually a boy , because the Kolis do not like to see there women

folk do such“ahperfomance.

- §§gg§§§9§;:95§}_§5§§3§§g§ : A Koli is a honest value based, God fearing soul

Much of his learningiis acquired through the oral traditicn. The stories of the

 Gods, the values of the people, the tricks of the fishing and geﬁeral educatécﬁg
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role,

Ganesh Chwtur+1 : This is a very important festival today,may be lord Ganesha

may not have been their deity at all,but today almost every ksli’hag adapted
himself ot this occasic$, It is celebrated with‘great pomp and splendor,
Ganpatti Bappa Mo rriya'’ is sung with great zeal durdng the immersation ceremony.
Hers one can observe, how a festival to can be an acqired influence,
Lezim : This is considered to be an important'sgort of the Kolis, ItB8s played
mostlyas a si*e show or accompaniment of many festivals,The drum keep the timing

for the Lezim.The Lezim basically is a foot long stick,wheze a chain is attached

to the either ends of it ,the chain has many small cymbals to it, so when it is
pulled or pushed it makes a sound,



Hagama-Wreatling H This ia nathet tecreational activity of the Kolis wich again
is a open space activity. Tha wrestling bouts here are called 'Hagama s it 18
hela at prircipal festivals and is a regular feature in the ‘thada‘ or the fairs,
such holy fairs. One of the main featnr@ of this fair is a speechless perfcmasce.
of some Pauranic theme presénted b? a group of actors - This is called Bghads,

from where it gets its name.

Khel - Evening Games : This is also an important activity of the koli,after a

harfl day he relaxes by playing games in these e;ansgaces.‘?he~0§envSpace in the

front of his house is also used to play indoor games like 'lamddi® which is a

mat and coloz ame

Hi@fﬂrﬂhy of Open Spaces atthe village
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B)The Gréup

© C)The Community



' The Kakada - A square

cloth folded and rolled.
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[/ The Tutune-
A single string instrument

used for the Tamasha,
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The Lezim-
A wooden bar with

metal cybals,



The.House*There is a open space in fromt of ever hﬁ&w@.ﬁhﬁa is the meeting place

O..oo..oo'

for visitors who come home,This space articulatﬁv the ﬁﬁramnality of the house

it has the Photographs and paintings of the ances tors,The woman also grinds the ,
‘masala'’ here, The doors of the Koli house is alkays open,it is a testimonf of
their friendlyness and hospitélity.?hey also play indoor games here,the old just
sit and gaze ag the passerbys, .

The Group : The open space alloted to the groupgathering are not there anymore,

® 90 58390008

.however,today the group gathers at places that haye:formed naturally.xf there
is an intersection of a roadwith a seating arrangement it becomes.a convienient
place for a grﬂhp gathering. Its the monsoons now so0 all the boats are drisd on
the s=2 shoro,ie

rL.hare I:neticed'thé group gathering. Ehe group gatharing,com@riseﬁ

of only men or eniy Women, The men gather to discuss market trends,village

palitics,or Other important matters.This group meetings have a secondary

function,they build the culture of the place by introducing and deleating
norms, in the sﬂcxal,econc iic or the culture context,

The Community: RS gathering is the largest congregation,apart from being the most

2 3022 S PHeexF QA 2
interesting.The feasts,festivals,fairs and sports could be catagorised in this

s 5 ey iy
section.The Tamasha, Lezim, Kakada, Bochada, Chturty are some of the effective exampis
of groupgathering,At such gatherings exchanges are-at a multilevel,

Matrimeny,social,cultural and economic ties are strengthe and formed on such o

occasgsian,
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Conclusions and Suggestions

D S S R R R R T N R I S R e R T R T S U Y

Bombay being the prémier «1ty of India ther: ‘3 a always an influx of people,
The increase in the urban milieu has been a load to the increasing Koli popu-

lation.The kolia have so far conserved thelr culture.

the disappearance of openspaces have been in all "the ¥oli villages of Bombay.
Versova has lost a lot of its land to the rich builders.

The spaces that belonged to the group and community have been used for housing.

Apart from the attact of foreign traits, the Koli life itself is being 'squeszzed’

The open space is significant because it binds the Koli together.The young

o s o s

and the old interact and live together, because the activities that take place
in cue space is condusive for the Koli bond,

The attack and removal of a open space 1s the re moval of the Bohada, Hagama,

Tamasha and Kakada from the face of the koli life,

The constant and intimate contact with urban groups the Koli culture has underg-
one change, the process of adopting forelgn Traits has been gradual and select-
ive.There fore the power that be, should stop the pressure on these villages

by the forces that destroy their tradition,

Annumber of Kolis today are working in Govt. enterprises.There should also be an

allocation of land for the Kolis to enable them to harmess their tradit;ons...if

it is not done soon all will forget the wonderful tra&iticns of the sandy shores
Versova is calling for Help.ll1l!”
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This is the only stretch of land, that can stage the
fBohada' or the 'Tamasha’,
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This is also an example of the clos@ knit KOLI family.
The two generations are seen working together, many such
examples are illustrated in my slide presentation,



Tﬁéée‘are the Son and the Mahadev Kolis,

The evening is spent in such cramped'spaces. the men chat
or play games here, this could be described ms a
open space for a group,



Heee is & Son Koli taking a break., The Kolis spend #ime
weaving nets and mending boats in the monsoon,



This is Vinayak Bhanduk from the Son Koli community,
He works in a bank, during the monsoon he follows his
family profession,
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The only open space
avaliable to the kolis
today.This space is used
for all the activities.

In the monsoons the same
place is used for drying the
boats.



This is the characteristic
Koli village as seen
today.The village has a
narrow road with houses on
either sides.The advent of
landlords and realestate
builders have deprived the
koli of his openspaces.

Inspite of this clutter,much
of the activities held in the
open spaces are
organised.



The COMMUNITY OPEN SPACE
The Well

Houses along the road




Open space Open space Open space

outside or outside or outside or
around the around the around the
house house house

The Community Open
Space

This space is the largest open
space the major fairs and
Tamashas are held here




The Open Space in front of the Koli House
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