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The project explores the relationships between stray animals, 
people, and their spaces. Through storytelling, we spread aware-
ness about caring for street animals and showcase the beauty of 
animal-human coexistence in cities. This children’s book features 
three captivating stories, blending photographs and illustrations to 
engage young readers.

The first story captures the bond between humans and community 
animals, highlighting the joy of harmonious living. The second tale 
emphasizes the importance of compassionately caring for injured 
animals, inspiring children to handle and interact with them with 
kindness. Lastly, the power of adoption takes center stage, show-
casing the transformative journey of a stray finding a loving home.

As strays become part of our communities, it is essential, especially 
for children, to learn how to coexist with them. Join us on this cap-
tivating journey where photographs and illustrations weave stories 
promoting empathy, kindness, and the well-being of street animals. 
Together, let’s create a world where every animal is cherished and 
cared for.

Abstract
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2.Aim
The Aim is to explore with different relationships that the strays 
have with the space and the people who live around them. While 
also indicating how one should be handling/ Interaction with them. 
Help out spreading awareness about helping and taking care of 
street animals. 

1. Aim
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I’ve been a dog lover since childhood. After many days of request-
ing my father finally agreed on adopting a dog. I used to spend 
entire days with him and it was quite a memorable time for me. 
After his demise, I never had a pet again due to various reasons like 
shifting to new cities due to my father’s job transfers and my grow-
ing academic load. Often times i used to feed stray dogs and feed 
their pups. I used to build cardboard houses with discarded quilts 
from my house to build shelters for them for chilly winters. 

India comes 7th in terms of the highest number of stray animal 
populations in the world.
India has around 6.2 crore stray dogs and 91 lakh street cats ac-
cording to a report.
These stays live in the concrete jungle with us sarong the same 
common spaces surviving on the resources present there. This nat-
urally brings us to a question:

Are we living in a harmony with them?

THE CONFLICT
Many of us are scared of dogs, especially ones that live on the 
street. A large part of this fear is bred from ignorance. We are not 
taught about dog behavior in our schools and colleges. We are not 
taught about how to avoid dog bites, and what to do in the event 
of such an incident. We are not taught about the incidence of ra-
bies, and how to identify a rabid dog. We are not taught that for the 

THE SOLUTION
Most dogs are friendly, loving, and peaceful. They play with us, give 
us joyful company, and take care of us when we’re feeling low. Like 
the odd human that does not conform to the peaceful norm, the 
odd dog could act strange and even bite. It requires some under-
standing of dog behavior and human-dog relationships in order to 
appreciate the full context of why dogs bite, and how we could get 
rabies
As most people are not aware of the above, it is important to com-
municate such information to them and help remove this ignorance 
and the associated fear. In this way, we are able to communicate 
that all dogs are not violent or rabid, about precautions against dog 
bites, and about post-dog-bite care.
Ideally, this is something that is passed on by the parents to the 
child (given that they do not suffer from the same ignorance), so 
that this natural fear of animals gets away from one’s mind from 
the very beginning. But if that is not the case there is a need to 
know this through external aid.

2.Motivation
most part, dogs are wonderful animals, make loyal companions, 
and are brave guards of our communities. With little to no knowl-
edge about the above, most of us are bound to be woefully under-
prepared when a dog bites us.
This lack of unawareness would lead to 2 tangible behaviors. 
Whether one would become extremely scared of the strays or 
would wish that they get eradicated from the place.
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“Udhar Mat Jao Kutta 
Kaatlega!”

“Arre ye gande hote hai 
door raho inse!”

“14 injection lagenge agar 
kaata to.” 

There are an estimated 80 million homeless cats and dogs that are 
roaming India at any given time. According to research done by 
Mars Petcare Ltd, there are 9.1 million street or stray cats and 62 
million street or stray dogs. 

are some of the phrases we have heard many times from people 
around us. Although their concern is actually right and it might be 
true, in the long run when we have no interaction with animals 
throughout our growing up, we build up a level of ignorance to-
wards the animals.  

In the graph given we can see various categories of abuses regard-
ing animals including beating, Fighting, poisoning, etc.
Negligence is not just considered abuse but also is the largest 
among all.

Percentage of the types of abuses in 2008. It tells us 
that neglect is the most common abuse.

http://animal-abuse-and-rescue2.weebly.com/global-issue.html

3.Introduction
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Some News paper 
clippings of Animal 
Abuse in Mumbai

Introduction
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4.Research

There are various problems faced by people and animals because of each other. These are 
dealt with on various levels, on an individual level, locality level, and via external entities 
like Animal Welfare NGOs. These organizations not only help in rescuing needy strays but 
also try to educate people about animal behavior and how one should deal with them.

In the above-mentioned News clip we can see a fluc-
tuating number in Animal cruelty cases, but what is 
common through these years is the huge difference 
between the cases of cruelty and cases of rescue. 
Although there is a significant growth in rescues, 
this doesn’t deny the fact that there is a huge gap to 
cover
So one of the responsibilities of NGOs becomes to 
increase the number of rescues and to decrease the 
cases of animal cruelty.

4.1 Overwhelming load on NGOs
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Talking about the city of Mumbai, there are a number NGOs spread 
all over the city. Collaborating to work towards a common goal.

WSD(Welfare of Stray Dogs) works in Colaba, Dadar, Parel, Lower 
Parel, Worli, Mahalaxmi, Lalbagh, CST and Mahim, Prabhadevi, Sion; 
WFA(World For All) works in East of Andheri, Powai, Jogeshwari, 
Goregaon, Parla, Juhu; YODA(Youth Organization in Defense of An-
imals) works in Badra and many other NGOs as you can see func-
tions inside the city of Mumbai. These NGOs work with each other 
and have divided the work area wise among themselves which 
makes a lot of sense as the city of Mumbai is a vast area to cover. 

Map with NGOs throughout the city

https://www.facebook.com/saveourstraysmum/photos/a.289738381137556/1889939367784108/

Research
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4.2 Field Visits:

4.2.1  Visit No. 1 

Mr. Abodh Aras
Founder of Welfare of Stray 
Dogs(WSD)

To get to know about the context in depth there was a need to visit 
animal welfare organizations, how their system works, the re-
sources(manpower, finance, infrastructure, etc) they have, and how 
they manage all this. For the sake of this project, my focus was the 
city of Mumbai as each city has a unique kind of relationship with 
animals, somewhere it is good, somewhere it is terrible, and some-
where it just needs a little guidance to be better.

While talking about the need of having sensitivity toward animals 
and whether everyone should be actively concerned about animals 
or not. Abodh Sir said that People do not need to be active to such 
a level that they go out of the way to take care of Dogs/Cats.
 “The only thing I would appreciate is that they should be actively 
aware of such an organization which works in the direction of ani-
mal welfare and contact us when they see a needful animal.”

There are various roles that an NGO of such kind have, some need 
immediate action such as helping out needy animals, feeding them, 
and possibly helping them to find them a loving family. Another 
is educating people about animals and solving the conflicts which 
occur between them.
“When there is a problem related to animals the first thought which 
comes to the mind of people is to remove the animal from the area. 
But as an NGO it is our responsibility to educate and solve prob-
lems in the right way.”-Abodh Aras

Research

4.2.1.1 What does an NGO expect from the gen-
eral public?

4.2.1.2 Roles of an NGO
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5.2.2 Visit No. 2

Ms. Meenal Rajda
Co-founder & Director of 
Youth Organization in
Defense of Animals
(YODA)

Places that NGOs do not have access to might have such igno-
rance toward animals. To deal with this, NGOs conduct education 
programs, conduct presentations on kindness towards animals, 
and help them to open up to interact with strays, by bringing pup-
pies and dogs to interact with them.
Talking on a larger scale, education about the same is important 
on a policy level. As not every NGO would intend to or wouldn’t 
have enough resources to conduct these programs.

Other than all these insights, Mr. Abodh Aras also suggested that 
I talk to those people who go out of their way to help out animals 
or have unique relations with strays. To understand why they do it 
while no other person does it around them.

We started the conversation about what type of people there are 
when it comes to interacting with animals.
•	 Animal Lovers: Who helps Animals out or helps out nearby 

NGO(s)
•	 Animal haters: Doesn’t want to get bothered by the animals at 

all, will try to find out any way to remove the animal from their 
nearby area

•	 Bystanders/Neutral People: Neither love nor hate animals their 
interaction purely depends on the scenario they are in.

Animal haters are in the minority whereas most people lie in the 
neutral spectrum.

Research

4.2.1.3 Education programs

4.2.2.1 Categorizing People
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Research

4.2.2.2 Influence in perception according 
to the surroundings

4.2.2.3 Problems faced in pet 
adoption

The reason behind this division of people into these categories 
happens because of the values/thinking adopted by an individual 
from their surroundings. Usually, it comes from one’s parents but 
also depends upon the collective thinking of that area.
So a person surrounded by animal lovers would not be scared 
of dogs/cats on the other hand a person surrounded by ‘not so 
animals lovers’ would often get scared/bothered by animals being 
around them.

The above-mentioned phenomena can be seen in the city of Mum-
bai as well. According to YODA’s general statistics. Repetitive cases 
of animal cruelty & abandonment come from certain areas of the 
city. Khar, Bandra is friendly towards animals, one can see many 
animals which are collectively taken care of by the people living 
nearby, and there are close to no cruelty cases.
Whereas East Mumbai, Kalina, Thane, Virar, and places beyond 
Borivali there are many animal conflict cases.

(1) Rise of Abandonment cases after COVID
During the pandemic when everyone was locked down in their 
homes, many people got the idea of getting a pet dog or cat to 
deal with their boredom and loneliness. But when things started 
abandoning them due to reasons like, not having enough time 
to invest, they needed to shift back to their work city from their 
hometown etc.
The decision of getting a pet is very impulsive and is not thought 
through. Which results in the suffering of the pet.

(2) Preference of Forign breeds of Pets
Other than impulsively getting a pet there are other problems as 
well.
People often prefer getting popular non-native breeds over indie 
breeds. Native breeds are generally encouraged to be adopted 
because of various reasons such as
•	 Indigenous to the Indian climate 
•	 Low Maintenance
•	 Street Smartness
•	 Incredible Immune System
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Research

4.2.2.4 The Animal lover citizens: ‘Gully Guard-
ians’

I asked them about, as a mediator for people to adopt dogs & 
Cats, NGOs motivate them to adopt indie breeds.
“ We don’t push anyone to adopt an Indie because in the long 
run if the person didn’t take that decision on their own tier, the 
chance of abandoning the dog/cat would be high.

Not all people are ignorant about animals, some are there who 
actively help out such needful animals. YODA calls them Gully 
Guardians. When they spot needy animals they bring them to the 
nearest NGO.  They are ready to even volunteer themselves to 
foster the animals if the facility is unable to give them shelter.

As he has worked in an animal hospital we started talking about the 
issues animal hospitals face, one of which is people leaving injured 
animals at the gate of the hospital as they are not capable enough 
to take care of them. On asking possible reasons for it. Shashikanth 
replied “People do not know about the details of the cost hidden in 
owning an animal”
Another issue is that in the case of animal injury, people didn’t 
know whom to contact and where they could get help. Many times 
people simply don’t notice that organizations and hospitals like 
ours are willing to rescue such helpless animals.
Other than problems faced directly between animals and humans 
we discussed what problems are there at the institutional level and 
what can be done to solve them.

4.2.3 Visit No. 2

Mr. Shashikanth 
Purohit
Ex-employee of Bai Sakar-
bai Dinshaw Petit Hospital 
for Animals, Prabhadevi 
Mumbai
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Lakshmi the water buffalo who wouldn’t:
 A children’s book talks about a child telling about his family buffalo 
who doesn’t give consent to anyone in the family to milk her other 
than the child’s mother. This story actually is a very good intro-
duction to children that animals are not just primitive beings who 
do everything for survival and are not developed enough to have 
emotions. 

Research

4.3 Insights from Field Visits 4.4 Literature study

From all the secondary research and field visits there were various 
things I came to know the things which would be helpful for the 
scope of the project are mentioned below:
         
1.	 NGOs don’t ask everyone to go out of the way to help out an 

animal in need, they just need to know who they can call in 
situations like these, be it any NFO, vet, or animals hospitals

2.	 The responsibility of an NGO is not just to treat injured ani-
mals but to resolve the conflicts between animals and humans 
which are ultimately causing injuries.

3.	 On a policy level, there is a need to include topics like animal 
behaviorism and how to  deal with them in the education sys-
tem.

4.	 People’s perception of animals is heavily influenced by people 
of their surroundings. If they are surrounded by people who 
are scared of animals they will be scared too.

5.	 Young students are more responsive compared to college stu-
dents in educational drives conducted by NGOs.

5.4.1 Understanding structure of Chil-
dren’s book Stories



Page: 12

Chitty:  
The story is about a farm dog and the family to which it belongs. 
The book summarizes the dog’s entire time with the family from 
adoption to demise. Catching on to such intricate feelings and 
thoughts which many readers would find relatable.

Bumoni’s Banana trees: 
The story is about a girl named Bumoni who helps his dad with tak-
ing care of their banana farms. But things get bad when overnight a 
bunch of elephants arrive and eat most of the bananas. The prob-
lem is later solved by the adults. But Bumoni feels bad for them 
and requests the adults to plant banana trees in forests as well. 
This nonhuman-centric thinking is communicated well in the book 
through the means of Bumoni. A child protagonist doing the right 
deed on their own. When adults don’t consider the thought in an 
interesting direction. Showing that the brains of an adult and a child 
run very differently despite living in the same house/area/context

Research

This promotes the reader to think first before approaching the an-
imals. Reading the signs that the animals might be trying to com-
municate, the animal might be scared, aggressive, or simply doesn’t 
want to interact with anyone.
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Research

4.4.2 Studying combination of illus-
trations and Photographs

Knuffle bunny: 
The style in which the book Knuffle bunny is not often used, but 
interesting. The combination of illustrations and photographs is a 
good method to use the intricate details and relatability of photo-
graphs. Connecting these separated photographs by putting illus-
trated characters over it. 

My city, My Dogs: 
This is a book written about the dogs, the city and the relationship 
they have with each other. The book uses pictures of well-known 
locations in the city and narrates the story of animals living there. 
This book uses locations photographs and the characters of the 
story as illustrated as paper cutouts. Bringing out the best of both 
mediums.
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Throughout the jour-
ney of the project, I’ve 
been taking pictures 
of animals living in 
the city, for the sake 
of references for my 
illustrations, but what I 
experienced was that I 
was also capturing the 
relation of these ani-
mals with the people 
and the place they are 
living in.

5.Photographs
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The film was made in the late 1980s used a combination of Video 
and animation to narrate the story, although this type of experi-
mental animation was done before as well such as in Mary Poppins, 
Cool World, etc, but what made ‘Who Framed Roger Rabbit’ stand 

6. Design Process

After the secondary research and field visits, I concluded that the 
best way to convey the message which I want to spread to every-
one would be a children’s book with a collection of short stories 
each carrying individual messages which I found needed to be 
shared.
As asked by Mr. ABodh Aras, I looked for various real-life stories, 
which he helped me to meet with and some were searched by my 
own ad after all these visits I was able to select the 3 short stories 
which I intended to narrate.

1.	 Community Animals
2.	 Dealing With Injured Animals
3.	 Adoption VS Buying

6.1 Exploring combinations of 
photographs and illustrations

CASE STUDY: ‘Who Framed Roger Rabbit’ :
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Considering common light sources for the characters was a great 
way to make both animated and real-life characters belong in the 
same world.  Depending on the position in the frame the lighting 
was considered accordingly for the character to be drawn.

Maintaining eye contact was a crucial decision which was not tak-
en in any other similar kind of contemporary films. Which helped 
the interactions to look more real and doesn’t look like the ani-
mation was one over a flat screen.

1. Considering a single light source

2. Eye contact between the 2

Design Process

out was some basic self followed rules that made this interaction 
between 2 more believable
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Design Process

3. Interaction with real objects

Animated character using real-life objects pops out characters as 
it emphasizes the point that only that particular entity is different 
from the rest of the world around him. Not using animated objects 
with animated characters helps in breaking the wall between these 
two worlds.
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Design Process

Initial attempts of designing the characters, 
taking references from real life.

6.2 Character 
Designing
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Output

6.3 Story Writing

Story 1: ‘Belongs to Whom?’
A story about Community Animals 

LOGLINE: The story is about Ekansh, a newly shifted boy who 
encounters a scary looking dog. But suddenly his opinion 
changes because of some event and now he wants to know 
who is the owner of the dog.

Panel 1:KIRANA SHOP COUNTER
Ekansh has recently shifted to society. Leaving his old friends he 
feels a little lonely in the neighborhood. To cheer him up his moth-
er decides to make his favorite dish, Shahi Paneer!  She asks him 
to bring the required vegetables and Paneer from the Kirana shop 
downstairs.

He buys the required ingredients and heads back to his house while 
dreaming about the delicious lunch he’s going to have.

While returning from the shop, Ekansh hears a loud bark from a 

distance…

Panel 2: MARKET PLACE
He starts shivering! Is that animal after his precious Paneer?

He quickly wraps the Jhola with his arms and closes his eyes.

The steps become louder …and louder …and louder …and louder 
but suddenly it passes away.. The mysterious creature has appar-
ently ignored Ekansh completely

He checks his jhola and then his body for any bite marks or scratch-
es. But there were none.

Ekansh is relieved as well as confused, he turns back to check what 
happened.

Panel 3: KIRANA SHOP FRONT 
Ekansh was surprised, the scary animal was apparently a Big fat 
dog jumping out of joy and licking the Kirana shop person he had 
just met.

Ekansh looks at the jolly dog and talks about it to the apparent 
owner of the dog, the shopkeeper. “He looks very active for his big 
body, what do you feed him?” 
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“Well sometimes I bring some raw chicken leftovers from my house, 
he really loves it”. Shopkeeper replied. 
“What about other days? I’m sure your pet must be eating a lot,” 
Ekansh asks.
“Hehe, well I don’t feed him every day, only when I’ve come in 
spare. He’s not my pet” the Shopkeeper replies and gets back to the 
shop to attend to other customers.

Ekansh now gets curious about the mystery owner of the dog and 
decides to follow the dog for more clues.

Panel 4: SOCIETY LANES
The dogs roam around society, interacting with many people.

Playing around with a couple of kids

Getting showered with water after getting dirty

Getting fed by people

And applying tika over its forehead.
  
The shopkeeper notices Ekansh observing the dog from a distance. 
He asks him why he’s been looking at the dog for so long.

Ekansh tells him about his confusion and after his failed investiga-
tion seeks an answer directly from the shopkeeper.
The shopkeeper laughs a little and then takes him somewhere.

 Panel 5: SOCIETY GATE
The shopkeeper pointed at a self-made dog house-looking struc-
ture. 
“You see, this was not made by any one person or one family. This 
was made with the collective efforts of the society members. Some 
contributed material, some labor, and some ideas.” 

“The dog doesn’t belong to any single house, but the entire society. 
We all love him more or less and take care of him, feed him, get him 
vaccinated, groom him, etc.” Says the shopkeeper.

Ekansh, feeling excited to know about this asks the shopkeeper a 
last question “Can the dog also belong to me?” 

The shopkeeper smiles and gently pushes him towards the dog a 
little. 

Ekansh kneels, takes a piece of paneer from the jhola, and offers it 
to the dog.

Output
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Output

Story board
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Output
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Output
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Story 2: ‘Helping Hand..’
A story about how to deal with injured animals 

LOGLINE: The story is about a boy named Mayan who notic-
es an injured cat and wants to help it. But his father restricts 
him to do so as it might be dangerous for him. What will 
Mayan Do? 

Panel 1:NIGHT1
It’s one of the chilliest nights of the season, Mayan, Shruti, and their 
dad are out for their after-dinner night walk. Carrying pouch of 
chapati and food leftovers the teams exits their base.

Shruti sometimes complains about the night walks, as she doesn’t 
like to interact with the night dwellers. But father and son don’t 
want to waste the leftovers. 

Panel 2:NIGHT2
The trio follows the schedule and path every day until one particu-
lar day something happens. On one certain turn, they started hear-
ing some strange sounds. Everyone was confused about it. But they 
continued anyway.

After a while, a cat appeared, but something was wrong with her. 

There was an open wound on the back of its head, it was limping. 
The appearance was not pleasing. The little sister felt disgusted and 
hid behind her father to avoid it. The father held their hand and 
took a different path that day. 

There was relief in Shruti’s eyes, but Mayan was still processing 
what just happened.

Panel 3:NIGHT3
The next day they followed their usual schedule but as soon as that 
turn came they were able to hear that familiar voice. Father again 
took a different route. Mayan tries to bring up the topic, but the 
father knows that the sister is scared of that particular cat so he 
changes the topic.

Panel 4:NEXT DAY
Mayan now directly asks his dad to help the cat. But his dad asks 
him to stay away from an animal who might be violent to his son or 
become a source of infection because of its wound.

But Mayan didn’t want to sit silently, as his father had directly said 
no to him going in person, he decided to try to search for other 
ways. 

Panel 4:NEXT DAY

Output
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Mayan and her sister are getting ready for school, Mayan gets 
ready early and so he goes outside. While he was just closing the 
gate he saw something, a guy just fell off his cycle and had a wound 
on his leg. 
Mayan doesn’t want to get involved and tries to ignore it thinking 
someone else would help him out, while moving ahead he sees that 
a man from nearby, approaches him, picks him up, calls him down, 
and does basic first aid. 

Panel 5:FOLLOWING EVENING
The NGO comes and Mayan helps them to locate the cat from a few 
feets of distance. The worker compliments his efforts. And takes 
away the cat to treat it.

Both Father and Shruti appreciate his will to go out of the way to 
help an animal. His father asks him to save the NGO no. and he 
pastes it on their fridge door.

Story board

Output
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In conclusion, this project has sought to explore the intricate re-
lationships between stray animals, people, and the spaces they 
share. Through the medium of storytelling, we have endeavored to 
raise awareness about the importance of caring for street animals 
and the beauty of animal-human coexistence in urban environ-
ments. This children’s book, comprising three captivating stories, 
blends photographs and illustrations to captivate young readers 
and impart essential life lessons.

In the first story, we highlighted the deep bond between humans 
and community animals, showcasing the joy and harmony that can 
be achieved through mutual understanding and respect. The sec-
ond tale emphasized the significance of compassionately caring for 
injured animals, encouraging children to treat them with kindness 
and empathy. Lastly, we focused on the power of adoption, demon-
strating the transformational journey of a stray animal finding a 
loving home and a new lease on life.

By integrating strays into our communities, it becomes crucial for 
children, and indeed all individuals, to learn how to coexist with 
them. Through this captivating journey, the combination of photo-
graphs and illustrations has effectively woven tales that promote 
empathy, kindness, and the well-being of street animals. Our hope 
is to instill these values in young minds, fostering a future where 
every animal is cherished and cared for.

As we spread awareness about the significance of compassion 
towards strays, we envision a world where human-animal interac-
tions are characterized by understanding and mutual respect. Let 
this book serve as a stepping stone towards building a more com-
passionate society, where all creatures, no matter their origins, are 
treated with love and care. Together, let us forge a brighter future, 
one where the harmony between humans and animals thrives, and 
the welfare of our furry friends is safeguarded with unwavering 
dedication.

Conclusion


