
DE 131: Design and Human 
Evolution: Week 1

Vivek Kant
vivek.kant@iitb.ac.in



Learning Outcomes

By the end of today’s session, you will be able 
to:
• comprehend how design can be addressed in terms 

of various categories and associated images
• articulate various meanings of the term design as 

used in a variety of contexts 
• identify issues pertaining to design in terms of its 

various manifestations such as objects, processes, 
systems etc.
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What are the dominant images of 
designed entities in everyday world? 
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Image source: https://pixabay.com/

What are the dominant images of design? 
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What are the non-dominant images of 
design? 
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Image source: https://pixabay.com

What are the non-dominant images of design? 
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More design…

Image Source: https://www.ashden.org/winners/Proximity14

Woman operating Foot Treadle Pump in Myanmar 
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More design…

Donkey Cart in Iraq
Image Source:https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Donkey_cart,_Abu_Atham_Iraq.jpg
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Roller drum for 
carting water, 
South Africa

More design…

Image Source: http://www.qdrum.co.za/image-gallery?func=viewcategory&catid=7
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More design…

Gambling in Las Vegas
Image Source: hthttps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Slot_machines_in_Venetian.jpg
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More design…

Image Source: https://pixabay.com/en/club-club-scene-disco-discotheque-1869222/
DJ playing music — turntable and electronic music
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More design…

Modified bikes in Africa

Image source: http://www.worldbike.org/our-work/
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More design…

Crab fishing in 
Bearing sea

Image Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Crab_fishing_boat.png
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More design…

Lowrider
Cars

Image Source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/watzpatzkowski/2685222672
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More design…

Image Source: https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Wikijunior:World_at_Work/Weaver

Weaving in Thailand
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What is design?
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Design is to design a design 
to produce a design

John Heskett
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Design is to design a design 
to produce a design

Design is a noun indicating a general concept of 
a field as a whole,

e.g. Design is important for the overall 
engineering curriculum.
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Design is to design a design 
to produce a design

Design is a is a verb, indicating action or process,

e.g. IDC is commissioned to design a new 
product for IIT Bombay.
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Design is to design a design
to produce a design

Design is a noun, meaning a concept or
proposal,

e.g. The design was presented to the client for 
approval.
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Design is to design a design 
to produce a design

Design is a noun, indicating a finished product of 
some kind; i.e., the concept made actual,

e.g. The new bamboo chair revives a classic
design.
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Making sense of design – critically 
and historically

Vivek Kant, vivek.kant@iitb.ac.in 22



Challenges in comprehending design

• Issues in language
• Issues of design practice and wide range 

curriculum:
– craft design, industrial art, commercial art, 

engineering design,
– product design, graphic design, fashion design, 

and interactive design.
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Challenges in comprehending design

• Issues in language
• Issues of design practice and wide range 

curriculum
• Aura of expertise and competence:
– hair design, nail design, floral design, funeral 

design
• Never a unified profession through regulation
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Ways of comprehending design

Design based on necessity and utility?

Vs.

Design based on leisure, consumption and ease?

Should we even make the difference?
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Boomerang

https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ausztr%C3%A1l_%C5%91sla

kosok#/media/File:Showing_method_of_attack_with_boo

merang_-_NMA-15147.jpg
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Sailboat

https://pixabay.com/
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Comprehending design

• Design based on continuity of forms
• Design based on geography
• Design based on values (personal, religious, 

moral etc.)
• […]
• Others?
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Design based on continuity of forms

https://www.aboriginal-bark-paintings.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Pitt-rivers-Boomerangs.png
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Design based on geography

Image source: https://pixabay.com
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Design based on values (personal, 
religious, moral etc.)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ben30/2244627569 Vivek Kant, vivek.kant@iitb.ac.in 31



How does design affect our lives?

Our complex relationship with 
manufactured objects …
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How can we study design as a 
global construct?
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Documentary 
screening:

Objectified (2009)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1241325/
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Review of Concepts

Vivek Kant, vivek.kant@iitb.ac.in 35


