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Introduction 
 
India is a land of festivals. A wide variety and range of festivals are celebrated in India by different religions, 
states and castes (Arora, 1986). The larger festivals that are elaborately celebrated are documented and popular-
ised by the media. However, a number of smaller festivals celebrated are being forgotten. Through this project, 
these lesser-known Indian festivals are documented.

Books have mentioned that multiple Indian festivals were celebrated every week leading to over hundreds of 
festivals (Bajaj, 2021). Traditionally different festivals were celebrated by the four different castes. Festivals were 
also celebrated differently in different states. Given the vast diversity and number of festivals, I decided to pick 
festivals celebrated by the Vaishya caste (from Uttar Pradesh). As I belong to this community, I was able to refer 
books and learn knowledge of these festivals through family.

Thirty-three festivals were identified (see Fig 1) along with their significance. For the scope of this project, possi-
ble approaches to narrow down the number of festivals were considered, such as -

Four Historically significant,

Most popular,

Lost (least known),

Season based,

Celebrated by women
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Fig 1. Possible approaches to select festivals
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Selection of Festivals 
 
Finally, five lesser-known festivals celebrated by only women were selected for the information visualisation. The 
festivals selected were - Sakat Chauth, Gan Gaur Pooja, Sati ki Amavasya, Karwa Chauth and Ahoi Ashtami.

The context for this project was to visualise the information of the selected five festivals such that they can be 
easily understood and practised by the upcoming generation of young Indians.

The practical information required to practise these festivals in today’s context would be communicated.
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Background Reading 
 
I looked at examples of cultural mapping and information mapping to understand ways of data organisation for 
the visualisation.

• Cultural Mapping

Cultural Mapping is a systematic approach to identifying, recording, classifying and analyzing a community’s 
cultural resources.

The cultural map of St. Thomas (2015) (see Fig 2) serves as a gateway for organisations, businesses, community 
groups and the public to easily identify and explore the city’s asset

Fig 2. St. Thomas Cultural Map (2015) 
 
The cultural map may consist of layers, keyword search, information window, annotation and drawing tools.
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• Information Mapping

Information Mapping is writing without paragraphs. Instead, there’s a set format to guide the writer and reader 
along the easiest pathway to communication (Horn et al., 1974).

It involves identifying, categorizing, interrelating and sequencing, and presenting graphical information for 
learning and reference.

It increases reading efficiency as it can be simple, modular, an expandable classification system and consistent by 
using information blocks, information map, unit and course (see Fig 3).

It is used for conceptual, procedural, process, classification, structural and decision information.

Fig 3. Information Block, Information Map, Unit, Course (Horn et al., 1974)

The principles of data organisation used by these methods were used in data analysis for the final visualisation.
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Data Collection 
 
Data was collected for each of the five selected festivals from books and information through family. Data was 
collected on their:

• Significance

• Date (Tithi)

• Rituals (Practical information needed for practice) 
 
Fig 4 shows the initial data collected for one of the festivals - Sakat Chauth.

Fig 4. Data collection - Sakat Chauth 

The entire data collection document can be viewed here.
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Secondary Research

I also looked at existing documentations of Indian festivals. These were mapped onto the English calendar by 
Drik Panchang (2021) (see Fig 5).
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Data Analysis 
 
The data collected was analysed to map to on a timeline, identify themes, categories of objects included and 
sensory experiences.

The themes identified helped answer questions related to the activities in the festivals - which God was wor-
shiped, whether fasting was involved, when was pooja practised etc. The rituals were mapped based on the 
time of the day which helped understand when most of the festival activities happened. Categories of objects 
involved in the festival were identified. Sensory experiences such as creating visuals, smell arising from cooking 
activities and sounds from singing/storytelling were also identified.

Fig 6 shows the data analysis for the five festivals.

Through this analysis, a holistic picture of the festivals was created. The timeline and themes could serve as a 
structure for data organisation while the categories and sensory experiences could be visualised in different 
ways to capture the essence of the festivals.

Similar and different themes, categories and sensory experiences could also be observed across different festi-
vals.

Cross-Analysis

Through a cross-analysis, common topics with different information were identified and organised to create the 
final visualisation.

Common topics included -

• Tithi

• Objective

• Ishta Dev

• Bhog

• Pooja Thali
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• Ardhya

• Bayana

• Pooja Rituals

Representing the festivals under a structure created by these common topics would enable comparing the differ-
ent festivals visually.

The final data organisation for all the five festivals used in   the final visualisation can be viewed here.
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Fig 6. Data Analysis - Sakat Chauth, Ahoi Ashtami, Gan Gaur Pooja, Sati ki Amavasya and Karwa Chauth.
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Ideation 
 
Ideas were brainstormed to visualise the content.

Pooja Thali

Pooja Thali was a common element present in all festivals and could be used to visualise the pooja articles 
required for a festival. Fig 7 shows how the pooja thali could be represented across the different festivals. This 
would allow one to compare the similar and different articles required for the different festivals.

Fig 7. Pooja Thali
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Pooja Rituals 

Tithi

The dates for celebrating the festivals are derived from the lunar calendar from Drik Panchang (2021). Tithi (or 
when the festival is celebrated) could be represented by visualising the position of the sun, Earth and the moon. 
This visualization could be linear or circular (representative) as shown in Fig 8.

Fig 8. Tithi
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Pooja Rituals 

The Pooja Rituals could be visualised as a step-by-step process.

Icons could be used to visualise the sensory experiences and images could be used to visualise the actual objects 
involved.

Overall visualisation

The overall visualisation of each festival could be created using a similar layout which could help compare the 
different aspects such as preparation, duration, sensory experience, etc.
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Design 
 
Information Architecture
Based on the final data organisation an information architecture was created for the visualisation (see Fig 9).

Two major chunks of pooja preparations and pooja rituals were identified. The 4 W and 1 H questions were an-
swered to curate the content in the form of a synopsis.

Fig 9. Information Architecture
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Medium 

Web visualisation was finalised as the medium for the visualisation. This medium would ensure greater reach of 
the visualisation. It would enable interactivity and possibility to build further on the same visualisation.

Web visualisation would also be easily accessible to the upcoming tech savvy generation for whom this visualiza-
tion is primarily intended.

Moodboard
A moodboard was created by compiling relevant images to help ideate a visual style (see Fig 10).

Fig 10. Moodboard 
 
Visual Style
A visual style was finalised for the visualization.

Colours
The colours yellow and red were primarily used as they are considered religiously auspicious.
A colour palette was created to represent the essential pooja articles (see Fig 11).
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Fig 11. Colour Palette 
 
Illustrations
Illustrations were used instead of images to maintain consistency and bring out the aesthetic of Indian festivals.

Illustration styles used in existing religious books were looked at (see Fig 12). Line drawing was used to represent 
different Gods as well as processes.

A similar line drawing style was derived to illustrate the Gods, pooja thali and pooja (see Fig 13) in the final visual-
isation. A base colour of yellow was used and only the essential pooja articles were highlighted using different 
colours.

Fig 12. Illustrations in religious books
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Fig 13. Some illustrations of Gods, pooja thali and pooja

Typography
The typeface Alegreya was used for the visualisation. Alegreya regular 14 pt - Body Text
Alegreya bold 18 pt - Heading 2 Alegreya regular 12 pt - Captions Alegreya bold 56 pt - Heading 1 

Icons

Outlined icons were used as they were coherent with the illustration style (see Fig 14).

Fig 14. Outlined Icons
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Explorations

Different ways of information organisation were experimented with.

A six column layout which would work both as a web visualisation and a printed book was created. The top high-
lighted the primary information. The left-hand side consisted of the pooja preparations and the right, the pooja 
rituals. A vertical timeline was used for the pooja rituals. Colour was used to visualise the cooking and storytell-
ing activities (see Fig 15 a). A reverse colour version was also experimented with (see Fig 15 b).

Fig 15. a. 6 column exploration (T) b. Reverse colours (B)
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A three column layout which was more appropriate for web visualisation was then created. The primary informa-
tion was highlighted in the 1st column, the preparations were visualised in the 2nd column and the rituals in the 
3rd. Different ways to organise the content were explored (see Fig 16).
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Fig 16. 3 column exploration 
 
Feedback

Feedback from my guide as well as peer feedback was incorporated to improve the information organisation and 
visual aesthetic of the information visualisation. 

• A three column grid was finalised - who, when and why were visualised in the first column with the highest pri-
ority, the second column consisted of pooja preparations and the third column consisted of pooja rituals (what, 
how).

• The pooja thali illustration was improved to serve as a diagram with clearer labels (see Fig 17).
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Fig 17. Pooja Thali (L), Pooja Thali based on feedback 

• The recipe of the Bhog was hyperlinked instead of displaying the information in the synopsis. This way only the 
essential information was displayed in the visualisation and the additional information was linked. 
 
• Visualisation of the tithi was also not included in the information visualisation as it would deviate attention 
from the topic and would be a whole different complex topic to understand. 
 
• Stories and songs were highlighted as tags. 
 
• Icons were included in the timeline. 
 
• The static illustrations of the pooja were converted into gifs to visually represent the step-by-step process in-
volved in the pooja rituals (see Fig 18).
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Fig 18. Making of the Sakat Chauth gif 

• An introduction to the visualisation and glossary were also included.
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Final Visualisation 
 
Based on the feedback, a final visualisation was designed and prototyped on Figma.

Interactive Prototype Link
View the interactive prototype (with links and gifs) here.

Static Visualisation
A static version of the final visualisation is shown below.

Information Visualisation of Festivals Celebrated by Women in India
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Possibility of Future Work

More information on the festivals can be included when hovered over or as links.

Similar lesser known festivals can be documented in this manner which helps communicate a synopsis and prac-
tical information.

A larger project could include creating a library of festivals visualised in the same format which also helps one 
compare and observe trends across festivals.
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Contact Details 
 
This documentation was done by Richa Agarwal at IDC, IIT Bombay during the  
Design Exploration Seminar as a design project.

You can get in touch with her at 16U130006[at]iitb.ac.in 

You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 
 
Helpdesk Details:
Co-ordinator
Project e-kalpa
Industrial Design Centre
IIT Bombay
Powai
Mumbai 4000 076
India

Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802
Fax: 091-22-25767803
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com
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