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Introduction 
 
Clay craft has been practiced and utilized in India from ancient days. For making various sculptures and pottery 
clay has been used and developed by our ancestors. The existence of baked and unbaked clay products and 
figures can be traced back to the Neolithic period. Terracotta uses were also evident in Mesopotamia as early as 
2800 B.C as roofs, wall bricks, flooring and as well as decorative. Most of the terracotta figurines discovered from 
ancient sites are regarded as the tradition of art, literature and religion of that region. In the olden days, clay 
products were dried in the sun after being shaped. With time new innovative developments were initiated where 
the clay products were firstly baked using a furnace to harden them so that the item can last for long. Pottery, 
Earthenware and Terracotta are the terms given to represent the clay products that are mostly used to make 
utensils and a few other decorative items which are created by experienced artisans. The word Terracotta means 
“Baked Earth” which is a hard waterproof ceramic clay used for making pottery, decorative and embellishments. 
The items made out of these materials are mostly natural brown in their colour. Terracotta products are formed 
by processing and purifying the clay and then placing it on a turning wheel to shape out the beauty of the mould 
into any required product or a decorative.

The shaped products are then baked in a closed furnace to make the products strong and durable, the products 
also obtain the brick colour while they are being baked in the furnace. Finished clay products are then arranged 
and painted with various colours and decorated with clay beads to enhance their beauty. It is believed that 
everything living on the earth goes back to earth in the form of ‘Panchtatva’, the terracotta. In accordance with 
Indian Mythology Panchtatva represents the five basic elements from which life evolves. The five elements which 
create the Panchtatva are Earth, Water, Light, Wind and sky.

All over India, there are various states where clay crafts are still practiced and kept alive through years of tradi-
tion. One such region, Kochi (Cochin) belonging to the state of Kerala is very famous for its extraordinary work-
ing skills on clay. Kochi the port city of Kerala has a rich culture and tradition. Before Kochi was called as Cochin 
and later it got changed to Kochi. It is a very famous city for tourists and is widely known for its spice trading 
centre. The city of Kochi lying between the Western Ghats and the Arabic Sea has become a destination for trav-
ellers.

A twenty-five-year-old artisan named Glen, who was born in a traditional potter’s family still practices the terra-
cotta crafts to date. He is a graduate of Maharashtra College and as their family stopped making the terracotta 
products he couldn’t learn it from them. After completing his degree Mr Glen went to Trivandrum to learn the art 
of pottery and he did a three months course. After the course, he started working full time in a workshop where 
he met Mr Suresh Kumar and made him his master who helped him learn different techniques in the terracotta 
model. After two and a half years of experience, Mr Glen came back to Kochi and started his own shop where he 
employed many people and taught them the craft. He won many state awards for his wonderful clay artefacts 
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and even conducted many workshops in schools and colleges. He also received an award from Lalit Kala acade-
my for his marvellous clay work. In the year 1994, he was appreciated by Sonia Gandhi for his sculpture of Indira 
Gandhi.

Terracotta sculpture model depicting village woman 
carrying a basket on her head.

Shaping the clay into a pot on the potter’s wheel.

Workshop of the artisan where clay potteries and articles are made.
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A frog made out of terracotta with usage like a pen 
stand.

Terracotta mural portraying Radha and Lord Krishna 
with Gopikas.

Clay lamp in which holes are carved out in a design 
form to spread the light from inside.

A terracotta swan pot made for bonsai plant.
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Terracotta hanging birdhouse.

Fruits made out of clay and colored with enamel colors.A decorative mural made of clay with the theme of food 
substances.
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Decorative terracotta pots.

Decorative lampshades made out of clay.

Special clay pots known as Brindavana are made to keep 
the sacred Tulsi plant.

Kathakali mask crafted from clay.
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Name plate made of clay representing the artisan’s 
studio and workshop.

A basket made of clay which is tied with a wire to hold.
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Tools and Raw Materials 
 
The tools and raw materials that are used for Terracotta products making are as follows:

• Clay: Raw clay the basic material is purchased from the market.

• Electric Turning Table: Electric turning wheel help in increasing the speed of the work.

• Wood: Wood is used for keeping the temperature consistent in the kiln.

• Kiln: Kiln helps all the clay products in baking.

• Clay Mixing Machine: The clay mixing machine helps in creating the finite dough.

• Scalpel: The scalpel helps in shaping the wet clay.

• Water: Water is used along with clay to prepare the dough.

Clay is the raw material used for pottery and clay articles.
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Wood is used as fuel resource to heat the kiln.

Clay mixing machine (pig mill) is used for fine mixing of 
clay into a soft dough.

Electric motor based potter’s wheel is used to make the 
potteries clay articles.

Kiln is used to bake the clay articles.
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Making Process 
 
Clay has been the most basic material which is easily available in every corner of the country. Clay has served 
various purposes helping a human beings in all kinds possible. The terracotta objects were the first artefacts 
to be found during the archaeological excavations. The method of making clay objects differ from one another 
although they follow almost similar steps.                                                                                

The various methods followed in making a clay product are listed below:

1) Preparation of Clay:
The raw clay is being brought and purchased from the wholesale markets found locally. This is the initial stage 
where the clay is refined and prepared by removing stones, lumps and other impurities of the clay. This process 
is done manually by the artisans to ensure the quality of the clay used in creating the objects. After the filtration 
of the clay, the mixture of clay is prepared to create a dough. The raw clay is mixed with the required amount of 
water and then the clay is made wet. Then the half-prepared dough is passed into the clay mixing machine for 
better mixing of the clay infinite proportion to create the final dough.

2) Sculpting or Carving:
The sculpting or carving process of the clay begins when the final dough is prepared. A required amount of 
dough is placed on centre of the turning wheel and the wheel is rotated sometimes by hand or sometimes by 
electric power. Slowly the moulding of the base structure is shaped and simultaneously the area is been checked 
and smoothened. With the help of two hands, the formation of the dough is changed into an object. The thumb 
fingers play a very important role in the sculpting of the object into a required shape. Even few artisans take 
the help of a Scalpel to smoothen out the wet clay rotating on the potter’s wheel. The same process is repeated 
until the artisan gets the desired shape beautifully craved in wet clay and then with the scalpel one removes the 
object from the turning wheel. Then the object is allowed to dry under the sun for two to three days and a few 
products are covered with a cloth to avoid excess drying.

3) Firing the Clay objects:
The baking or firing of the clay objects is initiated once the objects get dried up under the sun. The firing pro-
cess is traditionally followed in an open or closed furnace as per the requirement of the object. The temperature 
of the kiln is kept at a required stable given temperature i.e. 900 degrees Celsius to 1200 degrees Celsius. The 
objects when baked turn into two different colours one is red other is the black giving the clay a lustrous shine. 
Each colour is obtained by performing the different process of baking the objects. The red colour is obtained in 
the clay objects when the smoke comes out from the vent of the kiln, whereas the black colour is obtained when 
the smoke is not allowed to pass out by covering the vents. The baking process is important because it helps to 
strengthen the clay in products. The temperature of the kiln is continuously heated to bake the products in an 
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equal consistency. After the baking of the products, they are packed one by one ensuring their shape and sent to 
the customers or to the markets.

Soaked and roughly mixed clay is stored in room 
temperature.

Mixing machine finely mixes the clay removing the 
lumps and air bubbles.

Clay is the main raw material used for pottery which is 
soaked in water before mixing.

The mixed clay is put in the clay mixing machine called 
pig mill.
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Craftsman collects the finely mixed clay to make pots.

Clay is placed or thrown on the center of electric motor 
based potter’s wheel that is called wheel head.

Mixed clay is withdrawn from the machine with a 
smooth texture and it is stored in room temperature.

The clay is wedging the clay and makes a solid clay ball 
before putting it on the potter’s wheel.
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Pressure is applied in the center of the clay to acquire 
rotational symmetry means centering the clay.

With help of a flat iron scale shape is given to the pot.

The clay is pressed, squeezed and pulled gently upwards 
and outwards into a hollow shape.

The side walls are pulled up to give a cylindrical shape.
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Craftsman gives final touches to shape the vase 
appropriately.

Craftsman shapes the clay into a vase.

Source:  
https://dsource.in/resource/terracotta-kochi-kerala/
making-process

1. Introduction
2. Tools and Raw Materials
3. Making Process
4. Products
5. Video
6. Contact Details

Design Resource

Terracotta, Kochi - Kerala
Terracotta Utility and Artistic Products
by
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C S and 
Manmi Dutta
NID Campus, Bengaluru

https://dsource.in/resource/terracotta-kochi-kerala/making-process
https://dsource.in/resource/terracotta-kochi-kerala/making-process


D’source
Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in

15

Wavy design is acquired by pressing two fingers at the 
mouth of the vase.

Craftsman also makes hand modeled sculptures out of 
clay with a conceptual contemporary art.

With the help of silicone thread the vase is separated 
from the turning table.

Various types of clay articles are created with the same 
process.
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Pointed tool is used to give proper shape to the facial 
features.

Facial features are made or given shape by hands in the 
process of clay modeling.

The clay modeled face is complete.
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Kiln used to bake the terracotta products.

The face is attached to the body part and merged 
together.

Completed sculptures sculpted in a contemporary style.
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Products 
 
Clay products are prepared in various structures and decorative shapes. They create a wide range of clay prod-
ucts namely interior decoratives, planters, sculptures, vases, Murals, hotel utensils, candle stands, garden sculp-
tures, jewellery and furniture. Each item differs in shape size and appearance. The cost of a terracotta item starts 
from INR 25/- and increases according to the size, shape and clay used in the objects. The bigger the object the 
larger the cost.

Bell and cylindrical shaped lampshades and decorative terracotta pots.
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Hanging bell crafted out of clay.

A mural collage made of terracotta portraying the 
celebration of Independence Day.

Various kinds of decorative items made of terracotta.
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Clay pot made to plant sacred Tulsi.

Terracotta inaudible bells made for decoration purpose.

Decorative terracotta vases with designs carved out.
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A replica of an antique candelabrum in terracotta.

Long necked decorative vases and small pots.

Variety of pots and terracotta artifacts displayed at 
artisan’s studio.

A fancy terracotta caterpillar pot for small plants.
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A terracotta mural representing the city life and culture.A two dimensional elephant’s head for a wall decorative 
purpose.
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Video 

Terracotta, Kochi

Source:  
https://dsource.in/resource/terracotta-kochi-kerala/
video

Design Resource

Terracotta, Kochi - Kerala
Terracotta Utility and Artistic Products
by
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C S and 
Manmi Dutta
NID Campus, Bengaluru

1. Introduction
2. Tools and Raw Materials
3. Making Process
4. Products
5. Video
6. Contact Details

https://dsource.in/resource/terracotta-kochi-kerala/video
https://dsource.in/resource/terracotta-kochi-kerala/video
https://dsource.in/resource/terracotta-kochi-kerala/video
https://dsource.in/resource/terracotta-kochi-kerala/video


D’source
Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in

24

Contact Details 
 
This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and Manmi Dutta at 
NID, Bengaluru.

You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu

You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications:

Key Contacts:
Mr. Jayan, Senior Artist
Terra crafts                                   
Tripunithura, Ernakulam,
Kochi-682306
Office phone: 0484 2460543 

Helpdesk Details:
Co-ordinator
Project e-kalpa
R & D Campus
National Institute of Design
#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road
Bengaluru 560 022
India

Phone: +91 80 2357 9054
Fax: +91 80 23373086
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com
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